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2  ,ÐÕÐÚÛÌÙɀÚɯ,ÌÚÚÈÎÌ 
 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS! 
 

 6ÌÓÓȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌÈËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÌÙɀÚɯÔÌÚÚÈÎÌɯÊÈÜÎÏÛɯàÖÜÙ 

 ÈÛÛÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÔÖÕÛÏȮɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÐÛȳɯȹ6ÏÈÛȳɯ6ÏÈÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ&ÐÈÕÛÚȳɯ(Ú 

 he totally out of his mind? What is this about?)  The apostle Paul  

often used athletics and the sports of his days to find analogies to 

proclaim the gospel. 
 

As Paul wrote in the first letter to the Corinthians 9:24:  

Ɂ#ÖɯàÖÜɯÕÖÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÕɯÈɯÙÈÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÙÜÕÕÌÙÚɯÈÓÓɯÊÖÔ×ÌÛÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÖÕÓàɯ 

ÖÕÌɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÐáÌȳɯ1ÜÕɯÐÕɯÚÜÊÏɯÈɯÞÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÔÈàɯÞÐÕɯÐÛȭɂ 
 

 Depending on when you read this we may know who won the Super Bowl this year between the 

New England Patriots and the New York Giants. The game is (or will be) over, but what remains are the 

analogies we can find for our faith.  
 

 (ɯÙÌÈËɯÈÕɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÏÖÞɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÞɯ$ÕÎÓÈÕËɯ/ÈÛÙÐÖÛÚɯÍÐÍÛàɯàÌÈÙÚɯÈÎÖɯÏÈËɯÕÖɯɁÏÖÔÌȭɂɯ3ÏÌàɯ×ÓÈàÌËɯÍÖÙɯ

ÔÖÙÌɯÛÏÈÕɯÈɯËÌÊÈËÌɯÈɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯ/ÈÛÙÐÖÛÚɀɯɁÏÖÔÌɂɯÚÐÛÌÚȯɯ!ÖÚÛÖÕɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàȮɯ%ÌÕÞÈàɯ/ÈÙÒȮɯ!ÖÚÛÖÕɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌȮɯ

Harvard Stadium, even San Diego or Birmingham, Ala. Tickets were printed without listing a location for 

the game. It could end up being any place. Now they play in a $325 million palatial stadium.  

It reminded me how Christianity began: as an itinerant faith, practiced in home -churches. The cathedrals 

and buildings we cling to only came much later. What is important was not where we practiced, but how 

and what, and with what kind of conviction.  
 

 Paul presents a plain argument that the Christian life requires the discipline of an athlete; we must 

always be in training to run with patience the race that is set before us. Run to win, fight to win.  Do not let 

yourself get out of spiritual shape any more than an athlete allows him - or herself to get out of physical 

shape.  Do not give up, do not drop out, persevere to the end.  
 

 Our reward will be long -ÓÈÚÛÐÕÎɯȹ(ɯ"ÖÙȭɯƝȯɯƖƙȺȯɯɯɁ ÛÏÓÌÛÌÚɯÌßÌÙÊÐÚÌɯÚÌÓÍ-control in all things; they do it 

ÛÖɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌɯÈɯ×ÌÙÐÚÏÈÉÓÌɯÎÈÙÓÈÕËȮɯÉÜÛɯÞÌɯÈÕɯÐÔ×ÌÙÐÚÏÈÉÓÌɯÖÕÌȭɂɯ 
 

 Just as the athlete is striving for a prize, so people of faith according to Paul are striving for a prize, 

the prize of eternal life with God.  Our discipline, as followers of Jesus, has also to do with increased consid-

eration of the weak, and inviting others to join. Our game is about having others participate instead of 

keeping them at the sidelines; our goal is to help others to the finish. In the race that really matters, we can 

all be winners of a glorious crown that will not fade away.  
 

 In the Peanuts cartoons, there is this running gag throughout the series that Lucy holds a football for 

Charlie Brown to kick, but pulls it away before he can kick it, causing Charlie Brown to fly into the air and 

ÍÈÓÓɯÖÕɯÏÐÚɯÉÈÊÒȭɯ3ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯÈɯÎÖÖËɯÈÕÈÓÖÎàɯÍÖÙɯÎÙÖÞÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯÍÈÐÛÏȮɯÍÖÙɯÓÐÝÐÕÎɯÔÖÙÌɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÊÈÓÓɯÛÖɯÉÌɯ

spiritual, loving, and caring followers: No matter where we try, how we try, and how many times we fail, 

as long as we keep trying. 
 

 To be fair to all you die -hard fans, I will end with:   GIANTS! 
 

           Jan Willam 
         The Rev. Jan Willem van der Werff 
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Diverse Bible Studies at Covenant!  
 

Bible Study, Every Sunday Morning, 9:15 a.m. 

All are welcome as we come together to discuss and listen to 

scripture. Sam Bonner and his group dissect, then discuss these 

scriptures. Join us and bring a friend! 

 

Afternoon Bible Study, Tuesdays, February 7, 14 and 28, 

at  1 p.m. in the Lounge 
Using a guided Bible edited by Rev. Max Lucado and an Ar-

chaeological Bible along with other resources, our Bible Study 

focuses on examining the history and culture of the time during 

which the books of the Bible were written and how to better re-

late them to contemporary, 21st century life. With special atten-

tion to examining the books of the New Testament in chronological order, we are seeking to bring 

the Word to our lives in ways that can help us develop a richer understanding, and enable us to 

share it more effectively and in more meaningful ways. SPREAD THE WORD.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Group, First Wednesday of the Month, 6 p.m.  
"ÖÔÌɯÓÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÓÓÕÌÚÚɯÖÍɯÛÐÔÌȭɯ$ÝÌÙàɯÔÖÔÌÕÛɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÖÞÕɯÎÖÖËɯÛÐÔÌȭɯ&ÖËɀÚɯkairos.   

Why not join us?  
 

The Word of God Ministries with Evangelist Victoria Thompson  
Every Saturday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Lounge  

3ÏÐÚɯ!ÐÉÓÌɯÚÛÜËàɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ6ÖÙËɯÚÛÜËÐÌËɯÐÕɯÈɯËÌÌ×ÌÙɯÞÈàȭɯ"ÖÔÌɯÈÕËɯÉÙÐÕÎɯÈɯÍÙÐÌÕËȭɯ

Light snacks provided.  

 

Monthly Women's Bible Study "Confessing the Beatitudes"  

Tuesday, February 21, 1 p.m. in the Lounge  

How to Reach the Pastor  
 

 If you have a pastoral concern ,  

or want to talk  to the pastor,  

 the Rev. Jan Willem van der Werff,   

please call 609.989.8282  

or e-mail him at jwvanderwerff@comcast.net   

 (Monday is his day off.)  
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4  Annual Meeting  

 At the 64th annual meeting of Covenant Presbyterian Church Jan. 29, the 

congregation: 

4 Received and approved reports of the church commissions, the Board of 

Deacons, the Finance Committee and Personnel Committee. 

4 Received a Session-approved budget for 2012 showing total income of 

$379,125.26, including a faith offering of $161,344, and expenditures of $406,262, including staff sala-

ries of $173,681 with no raises, leaving a deficit of $27,137. 

4 #ÐÚÊÜÚÚÌËɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÌËɯÍÖÙɯÌÍÍÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÔÌÈÚÜÙÌÚɯÛÖɯÊÖÜÕÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯËÌÊÓÐÕÐÕÎɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯ

members and pledging units.  

4 Prayerfully remembered Covenant members and associates who died during 2011: 

Stephen Bogdan, Louise Berghuis-Lee, Clara Mae Carlese, Wilfred (Bill) Glazebrook, John S. (Jack) 

Marsh, Josephine Rogers, Mary Szymelewicz, Lois Wagner, Ruth Warga and the Rev. Dr. Hugh 

Smith III.  

4 Was informed that Sharon Young and Debbie Peters will co-chair the 2012 Nominating Commit-

tee, and heard the pastor invite members of the congregation to volunteer to serve in the three con-

gregational spots.  

 

 

Introducing  

Margaret Webb,  

Our latest seminary intern  
 

 I grew up in upstate New York. My father is Catholic and 

my mother is Quaker. I have two younger brothers (they are 19 

and 16 now) and an older sister (who is now 25). We were all 

raised unprogrammed Quaker. My sister and I attended Earl-

ham College, a Quaker college in Indiana, together. I earned a 

B.A. in Religion and met my husband, Christopher (who is also Quaker). Christopher is from Michi-

ÎÈÕɯÉÜÛɯÔÖÝÌËɯÛÖɯ6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕȮɯ#ȭ"ȭɯÛÖɯ×ÜÙÚÜÌɯÈɯÔÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÏÌɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ$ÈÙÓÏÈÔɯÐÕɯ

2009. I began attending Princeton Theological directly after graduating from Earlham in 2010. Chris-

ÛÖ×ÏÌÙɯÔÖÝÌËɯÛÖɯ/ÙÐÕÊÌÛÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÈÚÛɯ)ÜÕÌɯÞÏÌÕɯÏÌɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯÏÐÚɯÔÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯÈÕËɯÞÌɯ

were married this past July. We are expecting our first child in June 2012. I enjoy writing papers and 

reading theology, but when I am not doing that, I enjoy cooking, thrift -store shopping, used-

bookstore browsing, swimming, yoga and drinking bubble tea. I love throwing dinner parties, brew-

ing excellent coffee and listening to vinyl records.  
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Ash Wednesday,  

February 22, 2012 
6:00 p.m. 

Simple Soup Supper 

at Ewing Presbyterian Church  

100 Scotch Road 
 

There will be a Simple Soup Supper and a worship service of Communion, Reflection on the Word 

and the Imposition of Ashes.   

Lenten Services 
 

 $ÈÚÛÌÙɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÑÖÜÙÕÌàɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÓÌÉÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯ

1ÌÚÜÙÙÌÊÛÐÖÕȭɯɯ6Ìɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌɯÍÖÙɯ$ÈÚÛÌÙɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯ+ÌÕÛɀÚɯƘƔɯËÈàÚɯ

of reflection and prayer.  Covenant invites you on a journey 

of self-examination, discipline, and renewed focus on Jesus 

that will prepare our hearts and minds for the Resurrection 

Celebration!  This Lenten study offers us an opportunity to 

experience the full story of Jesus' life and the Passion 

through the Gospel of Mark. Beginning February 26  at 9:15 

a.m. in the Lounge, we will begin our journey together to-

ward Easter.  Each session will include opportunities for 

spiritual growth and a time to pray and meditate.  Our ex-

ploration will include reading scripture, activities and dis-

cussions that will enrich you!  

  

Journey Through Lent  
 

 Join us as we journey through Lent on an inward 

pilgrimage.  We will  attend to God's presence in our lives 

through experiential prayer practices and sacred and secular writings.   Meet with Emily Jacob-

son every Sunday during Lent following coffee hour  (except the first Sunday of Lent, due to the 

church retreat).  All are welcome to join us at any point of the 40-day journey.    
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Chili Throw Down  
Sunday, February 5 

During coffee hour  

after morning worship  

 
1st Place receives a trophy  

and prize!   

2nd place also receives a prize! 
 

 

 

Rules and Registration  
 

1.  You must have registered to enter the competition with Jane Schwilk or Karin  

 Zasoski no later than Sunday, January 29. 

2. You must bring your chili in a crock pot and deliver it to the Covenant kitchen by  

 9:45 a.m. Sunday, February 5. 

3. You must submit at least one gallon of chili to be sampled by the congregation for  

 judging.  

4. Due to possible food allergies, chili ingredients must be listed and submitted to  

 Jane or Karin on a 3 x 5 card. 

 

ALICE IN   

WONDERLAND  TEA 
March 10 

12 noon - 3 p.m. 

Covenant Church  

Fellowship Hall  
 

 Join us in Wonderland in  

 Fellowship Hall at Covenant.  There 

will be entertainment and a silent  

 auction! This is shaping up to be  

another exciting and fun tea!  If you are bringing a child, we encourage them to dress in costume! 

Some of our hostesses will be dressed too! For tickets, contact Rae at the church office, 609.989.8282.  

The cost is $25 per adult before March 1 (cost will be $30 after March 1 - so hurry!); and $12 per child 

(ages four through 10) before March 1 ($15 after).  

Covenant 
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7        Key to photos on the cover of Newsletter  
 (Clockwise) 

 

 Muhammad Ali ɭ Boxer, philanthropist, and social activist Muhammad Ali was 

born Cassius Marcellus Clay, Jr. on January 17, 1942, in Louisville, Kentucky. Ali won the 

Golden Gloves Tournament in 1959 and an Olympic gold medal in 1960. During the 1960s 

Ali won all of his bouts with the majority of them by knockout. Since his retirement, Ali has 

devoted much of his time to philanthropy.  

 Malcolm XɭBorn May 19, 1925, in Omaha, Nebraska, this fiery black nationalist leader was a charismatic  

spokesman for the Nation of Islam until breaking with the group shortly before his 1965 assassination.  

 Coretta Scott King was an American civil rights activist and the wife of civil rights leader Martin Luther 

King, Jr. She established a distinguished career in activism in her own right. Working side -by-side with her  

husband, she took part in the Montgomery Bus Boycott and worked to pass the Civil Rights Act. After King's 

death, she founded the Center for Nonviolent Social Change in Atlanta.  

 Rosa ParksɭCivil rights activist Rosa Parks was born on February 4, 1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama. Her  

refusal to surrender her seat to a white passenger on a Montgomery, Alabama, bus spurred a city-wide boycott.  

The city of Montgomery had no choice but to lift the law requiring segregation on public buses. Rosa Parks re-

ceived many accolades during her lifetime, including the NAACP's highest award  

 Frederick Douglass was born into slavery on February 1818?, in Tuckahoe, Maryland. In 1838 he fled. After 

speaking at a 1841 antislavery convention he felt impelled to write his autobiography in 1845. While speaking 

abroad, Douglass helped to win many supporters for abolition and for humanitarian reform. During the Civil War  

Douglass became a consultant to President Abraham Lincoln. 

 W.E.B. DuBois was born February 23, 1868, in Great Barrington, Massachusetts. For more than a decade he 

devoted himself to sociological investigations of blacks in America, producing 16 research monographs published 

1897-1914. He was indicted in 1951 as an unregistered agent for a foreign power but was acquitted and moved to 

Ghana, where he remained until his death in 1963. 

 Louis Armstrong was born August 4, 1901, in New Orleans, Louisiana. In 1922, Chicago bandleader King 

Oliver hired Armstrong to play second cornet. Armstrong quit Oliver's band a few years later and played with  

others on many recordings before returning to Chicago and playing in large orchestras. There he created his most 

important early works, emerging as the first great jazz soloist.  

 Madame C.J. Walker was an early 20th century hair and beauty care pioneer who became the first female 

African -American millionaire.  She was born in Delta, Louisiana, December 23, 1867, to ex-slave parents.  She 

founded a business in Indianapolis and at the height of her career she had about 2,000 agents selling her cosmetics. 

 Tuskegee Airmen were the first African -American military aviators in the United States armed forces.  

Despite racial adversities, they trained and flew with distinction. Primarily made up of African Americans, there 

were also five Tuskegee Airmen that were of Haitian descent. 

 Nelson Mandela was born on July 18, 1918, in Transkei, South Africa. He became actively involved in the 

anti-apartheid movement and joined the African National Congress (ANC) in 1942. For 20 years, he directed a  

campaign of peaceful, non-violent defiance against the South African government and its racist policies. In 1994 he 

was inaugurated as the country's first black president.  

 Carter Woodson was born in 1875 in New Canton, Virginia. He was the son of freed slaves, and worked as 

a sharecropper to help his family. One of the first African -Americans to receive a doctorate from Harvard, 

Woodson dedicated his career to the field of African -American history, and lobbied extensively to establish Black 

History  Month as a nationwide institution. He died in 1950.  

 Thurgood Marshall was an American jurist and the first African American to serve on the Supreme Court 

of the United States. Before becoming a judge, he was a lawyer who was best remembered for his high success rate 

in arguing before the Supreme Court and for the victory in Brown v. Board of Education. He was nominated to the 

court by President Lyndon Johnson in 1967.  
 

 

http://www.biography.com/people/cassius-marcellus-clay-9250370
http://www.biography.com/people/martin-luther-king-jr-9365086
http://www.biography.com/people/martin-luther-king-jr-9365086
http://www.biography.com/people/abraham-lincoln-9382540
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/black-history-20550143
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/black-history-20550143
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Baptism  
 

 Ashleigh Marie Crum was baptized by the Rev. Jan Wil-

lem van der Werff during the morning worship January 22. Ash-

leigh was born September 20, 2011.  Her parents are Susan Marie 

and Jeffrey Crum; her uncle and aunt are Denise and Tom 

Crum; her godparents are Michael S. Crum and Nöel K. Wolfe.  

Community ID  

Program at TASK  
 

 The Community ID Program at TASK 

will be held Tuesday, February 7, at 9:30 a.m. 

at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, 72 ½ 

Escher Street, Trenton. We will meet at the 

church. No experience is necessary. If you 

know of someone who needs proof of identi-

fication, please inform them of this program, 

and the dates on which we hold programs at 

Covenant. Why not volunteer to help? For information on how to volunteer or other details, please 

contact the Rev. Nancy Schluter at schluter@rider.edu 

Youth Group Leader Wanted  
 

 Covenant and Ewing Presbyterian Churches seek a 

youth leader for their combined youth programs serving 

youth in grades 6 ɬ12. A person capable of developing 

and implementing programming and serving as a role 

model is desired.  The youth leader will work closely with 

a network of capable lay leaders. 

 The position is part -time. Applicants may send their resume stating training, experience, sal-

ary requirements and references by Feb. 20, 2012, to: DR. WALTER A BROWER, EWING                 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 100 SCOTCH ROAD, EWING, NJ 08628. 
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Peacemaking Quilt  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 The 2011 July Big Tent event was attended by six Covenant church members: JoAnn Trevor, 

Jane Politi, Alice Wardlow, Rufus and Harriette Williams and Sharon Young. Two quilts were on 

display at the Peacemaking workshops, and Harriette felt that Covenant Church could make a simi-

lar quilt, to be given to the church on Peacemaking Sunday. 

 The five other attendees agreed to assist Harriette in promoting this idea.  Thus was launched 

the Peacemaking Quilt Project. Several members of Covenant and Ewing Presbyterian Church     

volunteered to make squares. It was envisioned as an intergenerational, multiple -church project.  

Harriette then asked friends and folks from the various organizations where she volunteers to      

participate. Many agreed to make squares, and it became a community project. 

 On Sunday, October 2, 2011, Peacemaking Sunday, the top of the quilt was presented to the 

church.  It was then used in the Children's Message, and used to cover the Communion Table      

during communion.  

 January 22, 2012, was Peacemaking Quilt Sunday.  The quilt was part of the 10:30 a.m.     

morning service.  A fellowship meal of soup, sandwiches, salad and dessert followed the worship 

service and we ended with a mini -Peace Seminar. 

 Harriette wishes to thank and recognize all who helped make this possible. The success has 

resulted in preparations for a second quilt: Quilt II.  
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Those who were involved in making Quilt I are as follows:  

  

Covenant Presbyterian Church: Betty Newberry, Barbara Brezak,  

Jane Politi, Vinnie and Clara Mae Caruso, Linda and Richard An-

thony, JoAnn Trevor, Alice Wardlow, Mickey Reilly, Craig and 

Sharon Young, Jane Schwilk, Carol Stawski, the Rev. Nancy 

Schluter, Cindy Moskow, Catherine Volz, Rufus and Harriette 

Williams, Barbara Woods and Alice Wardlow.  
  

Ewing Presbyterian Church:  Carol Hecky and Nona Dyko.   

 ECHO: Jo Carolyn Dent-Clark, Betty Newberry, Carol Ann Johnson, Rufus and Harriette  

Williams.  

 Hearts to Hearts: Terry Tucker. 

 Special Needs: Betty Kuhns.  

 Grant AME Chapel: Carol Ann Johnson. 

 Other groups include the Reading Senior Center and Beloved Community .   

 The quilt was designed by Harriette Williams and assembled with the assistance of Betty 

Newberry, Rufus Williams and Dr. Dawn Williams, daughter of Harriette and Rufus Williams and  

a member of South Orange Presbyterian Church. 

 The quilt was photographed by Season Bonner, the Webmaster at Covenant. 

 The creation of the fabric prints were drawn by another daughter of the Williamses, Anita 

Williams Baliero of Laugh Crafts and Be Well in Pennington.  

 A thank -you to all  who made Sunday, January 22, an enjoyable event: our pastors, the Rev. 

Jan Willem van der Werff and the Rev. Nancy Schluter; Rae Richardson, Covenant's administrative 

assistant; Mickey Reilly, Craig Young, Harriette and Rufus Williams, George Self, Sandra Austin, 

Jane Politi and Alice Wardlow. Others who helped  include Lorraine Metzgar, Anne Self, Nancy and 

Robert Markley, Irene Dransfield, Karen Zasoski, Donna and George Amick, David Tregurtha, 

Jewell Hand, Season Bonner and Tina Lamb. 

 A special thanks to Rufus Williams for all of his contributions, patience, suggestions and help 

as coordinator of this special project.  He was the voice of calm amidst the frenzy of preparations for 

this presentation. 

 We also wish to thank the persons who have been completing 

squares for Quilt II:  Barbara Brezak, Carol Ann Johnson, Harriette Wil-

liams, Betsy Kuhns, Mercer Street Friends, ARC, Woman-Space, NAMI 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness), Sam Naples -Lipinski Senior Cen-

ter, Diane McKnight and the Stubblefield Senior Center.  

 As a result of this project, the Covenant Crafters of Mercer County 

at Covenant has been born and will continue to do crafts and provide 

Quilt II.  

http://www.istockphoto.com/stock-illustration-4070182-sewing-pop-icons.php
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News  
 

 

 

  Our groups met at Ewing during Janu-

ary.  In our meeting January 8, we all 

ÞÌÕÛɯÉÖÞÓÐÕÎɯÈÛɯ2ÓÖÊÜÔɀÚȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÕÚɯ

were flying, as well as the french fries.  

Also in January, we welcomed the 

youth from West Trenton Presbyterian Church to join us, and some youth attended our bowling 

night.  We had a Game Night on January 15, and the usual games of sardines and others were en-

joyed by everyone.  On January 22, we had light attendance, especially from the Senior Highs who 

were preparing for their mid -terms this week.  We all wish them well on their exams!  The Junior 

Highs cranked out over 30 milk -carton flower vases used by the Covenant Deacons when delivering 

flowers to shut -ins after the worship service.  We had to switch our Laser Tag to February 5, due to 

availability, so we scheduled ice skating at Mercer County Park on January 29. 

 

          (Õɯ%ÌÉÙÜÈÙàɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÈÛɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛȮɯÚÖɯÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÌËÜÓÌɯÖÍɯÌÝÌÕÛÚȭ 

 

February 5  

Laser Tag-tentatively for 2 to 4:30 p.m.  

February 12  

Valentine Cards for shut -ins and cookie decorating 

February 17-18  

Lock-in at Covenant. 

February 19  

No Youth Group meetings due to lock -in. 

February 24-26 

Covenant and Ewing joint retreat; youth are encouraged to come!  

Check with your church for more details.  

 

           We are blessed and look forward to including the youth, parents and shepherds from West 

Trenton Presbyterian into our existing groups.  I met with Rev. Jim Pruner January 24  to work out 

logistics, communication and other details. Thank you for your continued support of our youth 

groups! 

          Lory  
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Session Notes 

At the December 13 meeting, the Session: 

 

 õ Held a discussion on Growth in Faith, with the 

focus on youth for the past two to three years, including 

diversity outreach, review of initiatives, service to mem-

bership, worship, and mutual encouragement, followed 

by the question: Where do we need to go next? 

 õ Heard a summary of Deacon activities for 2011 

ÍÙÖÔɯ,ÖËÌÙÈÛÖÙɯ2ÈÕËÙÈɯ ÜÚÛÐÕȮɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎȯɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÈÙËɀÚɯ

caring ministry to shut -ins and those having special 

needs, which continues to be its primary focus; plans for 

a new ministry, distribution of communion to those 

with special needs, which will begin in February; and 

the need to provide funds for Nursery Nannies.  

 õ Received a letter from Stephan Konopka sever-

ÐÕÎɯÏÐÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛȭɯ'ÌɯÐÚɯÕÖÞɯ

attending a church closer to his home. 

 õ Heard from the Christian Education Commis-

sion that a full -day Vacation Bible School is under dis-

cussion. 

 õ Heard from 3 -3-3 Elders Jeff Lippincott and Bob Trevor that they have met with the Ew-

ing and West Trenton Presbyterian Church elder representatives and are exploring activities to 

do together, including expansion of the joint youth program to include West Trenton.  

 õ Heard from the Building and Grounds Commission that George McClain would retire 

December 31 as security person on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings, but will con-

tinue to clear snow from the property.  

 õ Discussed the 2012 budget and the need to make cuts, and a possible future request to 

the congregation for a special offering. 

 õ Approved a request by NAMI Mercer for the use of a room at Covenant for a once -a-

week, 11-week or 12-week class for family members of adults with serious mental illness.  

Mark your calendar!  

Start Lent in a New Way this Year  

  Ɂ3ÏÌɯ ÙÛɯÖÍɯ!ÌÐÕÎɯ3ÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɂ    

Covenant/Ewing Church Retreat  

February 24, 25 and 26, 2012 
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Food for the Soul  
 

Spiritual Book Study  
Wednesdays, February 8 and February 29 at 7 p.m. 

  

We just finished a fascinating journey and are about to em-

bark on a new one.  

(ÛɀÚɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÖ××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛàɯÛÖɯÑÜÔ×ɯÐÕȭɯ 

February 8  
We will discuss The Help, by Kathryn Stockett,  

February 29  

We will begin Take This Bread, by Sara Miles.  

                                                        Come, and bring a friend!  

Other possible future readings are Jesus, Interrupted, by Bart D. Ehrman; Introducing the Quran, by 

John Kaltner; The Bible, The Basics, by John Barton; In the Eye of the Storm, by Gene Robinson; Three 

Cups of Tea, by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin, and The Exquisite Risk, by Mark Nepo.  

 

Circle of Sisters 
Wednesday, February 15,  at 7: p.m. 

You are welcome to join us in the Lounge! 
 

The Men of Covenant 
Sunday,  January 19, at 7:45 p.m., Drake Room 

Come and join us as we discuss the issues that affect all of our lives. All men are welcome. 

A Service of  

Wholeness and Healing  
Sunday, February 19 after worship 

  
  ÓÓɯÈÙÌɯÞÌÓÊÖÔÌɯÛÖɯÑÖÐÕɯÜÚɯÈÚɯÞÌɯÚÌÌÒɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

healing words of comfort on Sunday, February 19, 

after worship.  Be soothed by the quiet sounds of    

he harp played by Pam Miller or find comfort in     

hearing readings from Scripture and/or being 

blessed with anointing oil.  

 If you have any specific requests, or would 

like to help in any way, feel free to contact any of the 

committee members:  Jewell Hand, Betty Newberry, 

Pam Miller, Jane Politi, Carol Stawski, Sharon Young 

or the Rev. Nancy Schluter.  
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Obituary  
 

 

Lea Terry 
 

 
 Lea Earl Terry, a founding member of Covenant Presbyterian 

Church who served as an elder, deacon, trustee and church treasurer, 

died January 9 in Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in  

Hamilton. He was 88. 

 

 Lea was born in Trenton. After graduating from Trenton Central High School in 1942 and 

the Pennington School in 1943, he joined the U.S. Army and saw combat service in World War II, 

taking part in the Allied invasion of southern France in August 1944 and in the ensuing fighting 

across Europe. After the war, he attended Rutgers University, graduating in 1949. He spent 39 

years as a teacher of English and physical education in the Hamilton school system and coached 

sports at Hamilton High School West, where the present stadium is named for him.  

 

 He joined Third Presbyterian Church in 1936 at the age of 13, and became a deacon after the 

war. He served on the Third Church committee that met with Fifth Presbyterian Church members 

to plan the merger of the two churches and Mount Carmel Presbyterian Church that created  

Covenant Church in 1947. When ground was broken for the present sanctuary in 1949, Lea  

escorted Trenton Mayor Donal Connolly to the ceremony, and when the new building was  

dedicated in 1954, Lea was co-ÊÏÈÐÙÔÈÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÊÖÔÔÐÛÛÌÌȭɯ+ÌÈɀÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙȮɯ)ÖÏÕɯ$ȭɯ3ÌÙÙàȮɯ 

was clerk of Session at Covenant for many years; one of the two chairs on either side of the  

communion table was given in his memory.  

 

 A funeral service under the direction of the Rev. van der Werff was held January 12 at the 

Saul Colonial Home in Hamilton Square.  

 

 .ÜÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÚàÔ×ÈÛÏàɯÐÚɯÌßÛÌÕËÌËɯÛÖɯ+ÌÈɀÚɯÞÐÍÌȮɯ5ÐÙÎÐÕÐÈɯ'ÌÕÕÌàɯ3ÌÙÙàȰɯÏÐÚɯËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙÚɯ

and sons-in-law, Virginia Lee and Dave Offenberger, Linda Terry Laird and Gerald D. Laird, and 

Margaret Ann and Robert Maglies; his son and daughter -in-law, John Norris and Sandra Mahon 

Terry; his brother, John Terry; and his nine grandchildren.   
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An Update on Catherine Barton  
 

Below is a letter Covenant received from Dr. Cecil C. Barton - Catherine's son: 
 

To friends and relatives of Catherine Barton: 
 

 Catherine is now residing at the Copper Mountain Inn, a nursing 

home in Globe, Arizona.  Globe is a small town about 80 miles east of Phoe-

nix at a mountain elevation of 3,700 feet.  The home is about one mile (two traffic lights) from my 

home, so I see her at least four times a week. 

 After having a bad fall at her home in Ewing, she was admitted to the hospital.  She had no 

broken bones but there was some inter-cranial bleeding and what is believed to be a benign growth 

in the area of her left frontal lobe.  She is in a wheelchair, enjoys three good meals a day, and has her 

hair and nails done every two weeks.  She does not read or watch television because of her poor eye-

sight, but I am arranging for a books -on-tape service. 

 (ɯÊÈÕɯÚÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɯÐÚɯÔÌÓÓÖÞɯɮɯÕÌÐÛÏÌÙɯÏÈ××àɯÕÖÙɯÜÕÏÈ××àȭɯɯ2ÏÌɯÚÔÐÓÌËɯÞÏÌÕɯ(ɯÙÌÈËɯàÖÜÙɯ

holiday greetings to her.  Thank you.  She will be 99 years old on June 24.  Her mailing address is  

Cooper Valley Inn, 1100 Monroe Street, Globe, AZ  85501. 
 

         Best Regards,  Cecil C. Barton 

 

Family -to-Family  
 

 The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) will 

offer its Family -to-Family course at Covenant this spring.  The 

class was developed about 20 years ago by NAMI National 

and has been taught to thousands of people across the 

U.S.   The course is taught by trained NAMl members who have lived with this experience and of-

fers education and support for families and friends of people with mental illness. The course teaches 

the knowledge and skills that family members need to cope more effectively.  Many describe the im-

pact of this program as life-changing.   

 NAMI Mercer offers Family -to-Family in the spring and the fall at the NAMI Mercer Center 

and at other locations in the county.  The program at Covenant will begin February 9 from 7 to 9:30 

p.m. for 12 consecutive Thursdays. The course is free, but registration is required. Call NAMI Mer-

cer at 609.799.8994 for more information. 

Black History Program   
 

 Covenant member Harriette Williams will present a program at the 

Ewing branch of the Mercer County Library during Black History Month. 

Her program will be on Civil War hero Robert Smalls, the first freed slave to 

ÚÌÙÝÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ4ÕÐÖÕɯ ÙÔàȭɯɯ'ÌɯÞÈÚɯ'ÈÙÙÐÌÛÛÌɀÚɯÔÈÛÌÙÕÈÓɯÚÛÌ×-great-

grandfather. Her presentation will be at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, February ll.    

  All are welcome to attend.  


