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Minister’s Message 

 

What do you do  

on a Sunday afternoon? 
 
 You might wonder why did I not start 

with the question: What do you do on a Sunday  

morning? Well, I did not, because I know the an-

swer to that one: You all go to church on Sunday 

mornings! Therefore, I can skip to a later time in 

the day: What do you do on a Sunday afternoon? 

When I was a child, my parents took me on summer vacations to Switzerland, and one of our stops was Ge-

neva. The city, situated where the river Rhone exits Lake Geneva, is the home of Calvinism, and therefore one 

of the great centers of the Protestant Reformation. On Sunday, October 30, we will celebrate our yearly Refor-

mation Sunday. 

 

 One of the leaders of the reformation, John Calvin, was based in Geneva from 1536, the year Genevans 

declared themselves Protestant and proclaimed their city a republic, to his death in 1564. Calvin became the 

spiritual leader of the city. Geneva was fairly progressive in some ways; it founded, for example, a central-

ÐáÌËɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÚàÚÛÌÔɯÞÐÛÏɯ"ÈÓÝÐÕɀÚɯÊÖÖ×ÌÙÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ&ÌÕÌÝÈɯÈÓÚÖɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌËɯÞÖÙÒÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯ&ÌÕÌÝÈÕɯ/ÚÈÓÛÌÙȮɯÈɯ

ÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÔÌÛÙÐÊÈÓɯ×ÚÈÓÔÚɯÊÙÌÈÛÌËɯÜÕËÌÙɯ"ÈÓÝÐÕɀÚɯÚÜ×ÌÙÝÐÚÐÖÕȭɯ2ÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ×ÚÈÓÔÚɯÞÌɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÜÚÌɯÈÕËɯÚÐÕÎɯ

today. Life was full of stress for John Calvin, and there were often tensions between him and the city's civil 

authorities; he was exiled from the city from 1538 to 1541. 

 

 What has this all to do with my question: What do you do on a Sunday afternoon? Well, because of 

my visits to Geneva I know what John Calvin did on Sunday afternoons. To deal with his challenges during 

ÛÏÌɯÞÌÌÒȮɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÙÌÍÙÌÚÏɯÏÐÔÚÌÓÍȮɯÜÕÞÐÕËȮɯÈÕËɯÌÕÑÖàɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕȮɯ"ÈÓÝÐÕɯÞÌÕÛɯÖÜÛɯÚÈÐÓÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ+ÈÒÌɯÖÍɯ

Geneva on Sunday afternoons. After singing some metrical psalms in church on Sunday morning, playing 

with the wind, this symbol of the Spirit, being in a boat on the water seemed to be a desirable way to cele-

brate the Sunday afternoon. 

 

 We can all follow the example of this spiritual leader of the Reformation on Sunday afternoons, by 

doing something that fills us with the Spirit, with the blowing of the wind. For some, this might be going on a 

long walk; for others, listening to breathtaking music or hanging out with family and friends; for still others, 

reading a good book. Just make sure to carve out some time on Sunday afternoons to enjoy the God-given 

freedom to relax, renew and replenish your soul. Step in a (imaginary) boat and sail away ɭ it will reform 

and transform our faith and it will reaffirm our very being, our lives as a God -given gift. In the words of the 

hymn attributed to John Calvin (Presbyterian Hymnal 457, verse 3): 

 

 Ɂ3ÏÖÜɯÈÙÛɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÍÌȮɯÉàɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÈÓÖÕÌɯÞÌɯÓÐÝÌȮɯɯ ÕËɯÈÓÓɯÖÜÙɯÚÜÉÚÛÈÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯÖÜÙɯÚÛÙÌÕÎÛÏɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌȰɯ 

 2ÜÚÛÈÐÕɯÜÚɯÉàɯ3ÏàɯÍÈÐÛÏɯÈÕËɯÉàɯ3Ïàɯ×ÖÞÌÙȮɯɯ ÕËɯÎÐÝÌɯÜÚɯÚÛÙÌÕÎÛÏɯÐÕɯÌÝÌÙàɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÏÖÜÙȭɂ 

 

         God Bless, 
          

         Jan Willem 

Lake Geneva, Switzerland 
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         How to Reach the Pastor  
 

  

   If you have a pastoral concern , or want to talk to the    

 pastor,  the Rev. Jan Willem van der Werff, please call 609.989.8282 

   or e-mail him at jwvanderwerff@comcast.net   

    (Monday is his day off.)  

   

   

 

 Stewardship Time of the Year 
            Stewardship Sunday 

                  November 13 

 
 

              What?   
Consecration Sunday Worship Service and Celebration Brunch.  We give 

thanks for our many blessings by making our financial pledge for the coming year; then we enjoy a catered 

meal. 

 

Who?   
Everyone. You, and You, and You.  Our guest preacher will be the brand new  

Regional Executive Presbyter, The Rev. Wendy Bailey. 

 

When?  
Sunday, November 13, beginning with the regular church service.  

 

Why?   
We each are asked to discern what percentage of our income God is calling  

us to give,  in the midst of tough economic times. 

 

Where?    
For the Leadership Dinner for Church officers (Deacons, Elders),  

Staff, all spouses,  

Thursday, November 3,  at 6:00 p.m., location to be announced. 
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 We’re Getting  

New Chalice Hymnals! 
 

 
 The Worship and Music Commission and the Memorial Committee are in 

the process of purchasing 80 Chalice hymnals for the sanctuary through our Memorial Fund.   If you 

would like to donate a hymnal in memory of or in honor of a loved one, the cost is only $20, which 

includes shipping and handling. Hymnal order forms can be found on the literature tables at the 

front and rear of the Sanctuary, or you may call Rae at the church office, 609.989.8282 or e-mail her 

at 471covenantrae@comcast.net for more information or to donate a hymnal (or two or three).   A 

bookplate will be placed in each hymnal  indicating the source of the donation.   

 

 I would like to donate _____________ Chalice Hymnals @ $20 per hymnal 

                                         # of hymnals 

 

Total Amount enclosed: ____________________ 

 

Please make check payable to Covenant Presbyterian Church 

 

 

To Be Listed on Bookplate (Please Print) 

 

Given by _________________________________________________________ 

 

Circle Your Choice(s)  
   

 IN MEMORY OF ______________________________________________ 

 

 IN HONOR OF _______________________________________________ 

 

Signature ___________________________________________________ 

 

Phone #_____________________________________ 

 
 

Place your order form in the offering plate, drop off at the church office, or mail 

to: Covenant Presbyterian Church,  

471 Parkway Ave,  

Trenton, NJ 08618 
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Morning Bible Study  
9:15 a.m. Sunday mornings  

led by Sam Bonner 
 

 Something beautiful happens every Sunday when members 

of Covenant come together to discuss and listen to scripture. 

These readings are based on the readings from the liturgical calen-

dar or the lectionary. Sam Bonner and his group make full use of 

these readings  by dissecting, and then discussing, them. Why not 

join us for this refreshing, challenging and thought -provoking 

study? Bring a friend with you!   
 

          

 

Sunday, October 9 

First Reading:  Exodus 32:1-14 

Psalm: Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9 

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 
 

Sunday, October 16  

First Reading:  Exodus 33:12-23 

Psalm: Psalm 99:1-9 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 
 

Sunday, October 23 

First Reading:  Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Psalm: Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46 
 

Sunday, October 30 

First Reading:  Joshua 3:7-17 

Psalm: Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 

Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12 
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Opportunities for Spiritual Growth  

 

Sunday, October 16, 7:45 a.m. 
 3ÏÌɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛɯ,ÌÕɀÚɯÎÙÖÜ×ɯÞÐÓÓɯÔÌÌÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ#ÙÈÒÌɯ1ÖÖÔȭɯ"ÖÔÌɯÈÕËɯ

be inspired as we share coffee and conversation. 

 

Wednesday, October 19, 7 p.m. 
 How might your life be different if there was a place for you to go, 

a place for women to go, to be, to return, as woman? The Circle of Sisters 

is such a place. Why not join us this      October? 
 

 

Tuesday, October 18, 1pm 

 .ÊÛÖÉÌÙɀÚɯËÐÚÊÜÚÚÐÖÕɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ!ÐÉÓÌɯÚÛÜËàɯÐÚɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯ1ÌÝÌÓÈÛÐÖÕɯ

13, 15-16,19 and is titled Rapture, Violence, and Exodus. The key idea: despite the 

ÝÐÖÓÌÕÛɯÐÔÈÎÌÙàɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯ1ÌÝÌÓÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÐÛɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÝÜÓÕÌÙÈÉÓÌȮɯÕÖÕÝÐÖÓÌÕÛɯÓÖÝÌɯ

that ultimately changes the world.  Come and bring a friend!  

 

Wednesday, October 12, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
 The Book Study Group will meet at Covenant in the lounge. to discuss  

If the Church Were Christian, by Philip Gulley (through page 120.  Future books  

include Beyond Belief by Elaine Pagels, Jesus, Interrupted by Bart D. Ehrman, and 

The Help by Kathryn Stockett, for Black History Month in February.  

Wednesday, October 26, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
 The Book Study Group will meet at Covenant in the lounge to continue its discussion  If the 

Church Were Christian, by Philip Gulley.   Come join us, and you can help choose our future read-

ings! 

 

Circle  

of Sisters 

http://www.harpercollins.com/books/If-Church-Were-Christian-Philip-Gulley/?isbn=9780061698767
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/pw/
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Covenant's  

New  

Seminarian  
 

Emily Jacobson 
 

 My name is Emily Jacobson, and I am so 

grateful to be able to be a part of your church com-

munity this year.   Though I hope we get to know 

more about each other in person, the following is 

a brief introduction as to who your new seminary intern is.  
 

  I am from a small town in Iowa, but also consider  Minneapolis, Minnesota, my  "home."  I 

moved to Minneapolis after college and worked for a few years before coming to Princeton Theo-

logical Seminary.  While in Minneapolis, I wrestled with issues  surrounding justice,  poverty, race 

and ethnicity, due to my involvement in and com-

mitment to community development in under -

resourced neighborhoods. 
 

   Though I like the culture cities offer, I enjoy 

being in nature more.  I also love being with my 

family, all of whom live in the Midwest.   My Mid-

western roots, coupled with the influences of my 

mother and grandmothers, have taught me a love 

for cooking and baking from scratch.   Chaplaincy 

is the profession into which I will most likely enter 

after seminary. 
 

   I look forward to getting to know you more, 

learning from you and exploring God's Word with 

you.        
    Emily 

Baptism  
 Oliver Robert Valentino was baptized by the Rev. Jan Willem van der 

Werff during the worship service Sunday, September 25. Oliver is the son of 

Amy and Robert Valentino; the little brother of Peyton Riley Valentino; the 

godchild of Kelly Jurczynski, godmother, and Will Panebianco, godfather; the 

grandson of Karen and Frederick Romanowsky and Robert Valentino Sr., and 

the great-grandson of Patricia Romanowsky. 
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6ÏÖɀÚɯ ÍÙÈÐËɯÖÍɯ5ÐÚÐÛÈÛÐÖÕȳ 
Deacon Training (All are welcome to attend)  

Saturday, October 15,  9 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

 #ÖɯàÖÜɯÌÝÌÙɯÛÏÐÕÒɯàÖÜɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯÝÐÚÐÛɯÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

hospital, someone who is hurting or sick, but you were too un-

ÊÖÔÍÖÙÛÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯËÖɯÚÖȳɯɯ,ÈàÉÌɯàÖÜɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÖɯÚÈàȮɯÖÙɯ

are afraid of hospitals? 

    ÕàÖÕÌɯÞÏÖɯÞÈÕÛÚɯÛÖɯÚÏÈÙÌɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÌɯÈÕËɯÊÖÔ×ÈÚɪ

ÚÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÐÚɯstrongly encouraged to 

attend Deacon training on Saturday, October 15, from 9 a.m to 

noon.  Topics will include:  listening skills; knowing what to 

say; being positive and encouraging when things look bleak; 

praying; hospital and nursing home visits; terminal illnesses and hospice; the role and spiritual basis 

of deacon ministry, our calling and gifts.  

   A light brunch will be served, so please bring a friend.  Contact Sandra Austin with any 

questions and to let her know you can attend (so she can arrange for food).  See you then! 

 

Covenant's Flea Market Table  
 

 Covenant will have its own table at our Flea Market 

on October 8. If you have gently used items to contribute, 

contact Carol Stawski.  It is better to donate ahead of time 

ÚÖɯÞÌɯÒÕÖÞɯÏÖÞɯÔÜÊÏɯÙÖÖÔɯÞÌɀÓÓɯÕÌÌËɯÈÕËɯÐÛÌÔÚɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯ

priced more easily.  So, come! If you want to dress in 

clothes from your native country, feel free to do so.   

  

Rembrandt's The Faces of Jesus 
Saturday, October 22 

 

 Rembrandt's The Faces of Jesus is now at the Philadelphia Mu-

seum of Art. Would you like to go? We will leave from the West Tren-

ton train station on Saturday, October 22, have lunch, see the exhibit 

and return in the afternoon. Tickets are $28.50 per adult, plus train fare. 

Contact Cindy Moskow if interested by October 15 . 

 

Head of Christ, c. 1648-56 

Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn, Dutch  

Oil on oak panel, 
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Praise Band Coming  
Sunday, October 23 

 

 On Sunday, October 23, 

Ɂ3ÖÎÌÛÏÌÙȮɂɯÈɯ×ÙÈÐÚÌɯÉÈÕËɯÍÙÖÔɯ ËËÐÚɪ

ville Reformed Church in Richboro, 

Pennsylvania, will provide music dur-

ÐÕÎɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛɀÚɯÞÖÙÚÏÐ×ɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

ÉÈÕËɀÚɯÝÐÚÐÛɯÖÙÐÎÐÕÈÓÓàɯÞÈÚɯÚÊÏÌËÜÓÌËɯ

for the Sunday when our worship ser-

vice was canceled because of Hurricane 

(ÙÌÕÌȭɯɁ3ÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɂɯÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÐáÌÚɯÐÕɯ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯ

contemporary arrangements of classic 

hymn tunes, and will provide the ac-

companiment for all our hymns as well 

as special music during the offering. 
 

 

Please Give  

to the Peacemaking Offering  

Help Families in Our Community  
 

October 2 was Peacemaking Sunday, a time when Presbyterians re-

ceived the Peacemaking Offering, through which we responded to 

&ÖËɀÚɯÊÈÓÓɯÛÖɯÞÖÙÒɯÍÖÙɯ×ÌÈÊÌȮɯÑÜÚÛÐÊÌȮɯÈÕËɯÙÌÊÖÕÊÐÓÐÈÛÐÖÕɯÚÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÓÓɯ

ÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɯÔÈàɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÌɯÈÕËɯ×ÌÈÊÌɭ&ÖËɀÚɯshalom. Here 

at Covenant Church, we celebrated communion, enjoyed a message from Elder George Self about 

his Nepal Mission trip, and witnessed a presentation of the Peace Quilt, sewn by many members of 

our own congregation plus women from four other faith communities.  

Covenant has been looking for ways in which we can minister to families in our community, 

particularly single -×ÈÙÌÕÛɯÏÖÜÚÌÏÖÓËÚȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯ×ÖÙÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯ×ÌÈÊÌÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÖÍÍÌÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯ

retained for our use at Covenant will be designated for ministries addressing the needs of such fami-

lies. Single parents (and their children) are a large demographic group that would benefit signifi-

cantly from our outreach. The nature of the ministry will be discerned by the entire church over time 

ÈÕËɯÞÐÓÓɯÓÐÒÌÓàɯÉÌɯÐÔ×ÓÌÔÌÕÛÌËɯÐÕɯÚÛÈÎÌÚȭɯ%ÖÙɯÌßÈÔ×ÓÌȮɯÞÏÈÛɯÐÍɯÞÌɯÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÈɯɁ×ÈÕÛÙàɂɯÍÖÙɯËÐÈ×ÌÙÚɯ

and baby formula?  Or began a support group for mothers, and Covenant members volunteer to 

care for the children?  Parenting classes?  Tutoring?  Day camps on days when school is not in ses-

sion?  If you have ideas, be sure to participate in this discernment process!   

Pleaseɭcontinue to give generously to the  

Peacemaking Offering during the month of  October .   
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Book Study Group of Covenant  
Wednesdays, October 12 and 26,  

7 to 8:30 p.m. at Covenant  

 

Book we are currently reading:   If the Church were Christian by Philip Gulley  

Future Books:  

                        Beyond Belief, by Elaine Pagels 

  Jesus, Interrupted, by Bart D. Ehrman 

                        The Help ɬ February/Black History month  

Other possible future readings:  

                        Introducing the Quran, by John Kaltner 

                        The Bible ɬ the Basics, by John Barton 

                        In the Eye of the Storm, by Gene Robinson 

                        The Exquisite Risk, by Mark Nepo  

                        Three Cups of Tea, by Greg Mortenson  and David Oliver Rin   

Hands up for Peace 
"Born Into Brothels"  

Sunday, October 9, 2 p.m. in the Covenant Lounge 

 

 Join the Adult Education Commission for this Academy Award 

winning film. Born Into Brothels is a tribute to the resiliency of childhood 

and the restorative power of art. It is a portrait of several unforgettable 

ÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÞÏÖɯÓÐÝÌɯÐÕɯ"ÈÓÊÜÛÛÈɀÚɯÙÌË-light district, where their mothers are 

×ÙÖÚÛÐÛÜÛÌÚȭɯ2×ÜÙÙÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÒÐËÚɀɯÍÈÚÊÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÌÙɯÊÈÔÌÙÈȮɯ9ÈÕÈɯ

Briski, a New York -based photographer living in the brothels and docu-

menting life there, decides to teach them photography. As they begin to 

look at and record their world through new eyes, the kids, whom society 

refused to recognize, awaken for the first time to their own talents and 

ÚÌÕÚÌɯÖÍɯÞÖÙÛÏȭɯɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÍÐÓÔȭɯ#ÖÕɀÛɯÔÐÚÚɯÐÛȭ 

 

 

A Weekday Afternoon Adult Bible Study   
Tuesdays, beginning October 11 at 1:00 p.m. in the Board Room 

led by Dick Anthony  
 

 This weekly Bible Study will focus on the New Testament relating to us today 

will be held every Tuesday afternoon at 1:00 pm in the Board Room beginning Tuesday, 

October 11.  This bible study will be led by Dick Anthony, also known as Frankenstent to 

Covenant members (and to those love him?).  Dick will use as his guide an edited Bible 

by Max Lucado.  Come as you are, God loves you that way! 
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   Well, school has started and the Fall weather is upon us ɭ 

signs that Youth Group for 2011-12 has now begun.  I am very excited 

for our combined groups this year, and look forward to working with 

everyone. 
 

          Our kickoff meeting was September 18, when we welcomed old 

faces and some new ones, and enjoyed pizza and games.  We have 

ÚÖÔÌɯÕÌÞɯÚÏÌ×ÏÌÙËÚɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÉÖÛÏɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɀÝÌɯ

listed them below.  I want to personally thank all our shepherds for 

giving of their time and talents to the youth groups.  

 

Covenant Presbyterian Shepherds          Ewing Presbyterian Shepherds 

           Mike Cieplechowicz                                Scott Muzyk  

     Joyce Jaeger                                              Bob Merritt  

     Annemarie Lamb  

     Michelle Lamb  
 

          .ÜÙɯÑÜÕÐÖÙɯÏÐÎÏɯÎÙÖÜ×ɯÏÈÚɯÎÙÖÞÕɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙȮɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÙÌɯÛÏÙÐÓÓÌËɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÜÊÏɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÎÙÖÜ×ȭɯ

Our senior highs are full of energy and excitement, too!  I laid out some of the events planned for 

this year, and discussed our focus this year on local mission work to the community outside our 

churches.  In our meeting on September 25 we discussed and focused on local mission, looking at 

Scriptures, and each young person brought in a food donation for the Ewing Food Bank on Hollow-

brook Drive.  I had spoken with the executive director on September 19, who told me their shelves 

were bare and that they had had to turn people away.  
 

          A letter went out to the parents and caregivers with a copy of our 2011-12 calendar.  The calen-

dar is subject to change, but all the shepherds, Christian Ed chairpersons and church offices have a 

copy.  I will still be using Facebook for events as well as postcards and flyers weekly, and will also 

utilize the Google Calendar put in place last year.  If any parents or caregivers cannot access the 

Google Calendar, please send me your e-ÔÈÐÓɯÈËËÙÌÚÚɯȹ(ɀÝÌɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌËɯÔàɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÉÌɪ

low).  In order to continue our steps to have effective communication, I will hold parent meetings in 

November, February, and May. More to follow on those dates.  
 

          (Õɯ.ÊÛÖÉÌÙɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÔÌÌÛɯÈÛɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛȮɯÚÖɯÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÌËÜÓÌɯÖÍɯÌÝÌÕÛÚȭ 
 

 October 9   Game Night (Possible Saturday Habitat work day: open)  

 October 16   Regular Meeting 

 October 21   Fright Fest Friday Night  

     Meet at Covenant at 4:30 pm (Joint Event) 

 October 30    Regular Meeting 
 

&ÖËɀÚɯÎÙÈÊÌɯÈÕËɯ×ÌÈÊÌȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɯÍÖÙɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯàÖÜÛÏɯÎÙÖÜ×Úȵ 

 

         Lory Ryan  
 

Youth Group News  
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Genesis  
 

A Bible Study  

at Ewing Presbyterian  
 

 

 

 

Part Four: The Joseph Narrative:  The Hidden Call of God  Genesis 37:1-50:26 

#ÖÕɀÛɯÞÖÙÙàɯɬ if you missed the first three parts of Genesis, you can still come and pick up with this 

story, which really is very different from the pre -history stories and the Abraham and Jacob narra-

tives. 

MONDAYS from 7 to 8 p.m.    OR  WEDNESDAYS from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
 

Tentative Schedule 
 

Monday, October 3 /Wednesday, October 5 

Genesis 39:1-ƖƗɯȱ,ÌÈÕÞÏÐÓÌȮɯÉÈÊÒɯÐÕɯ$Îà×Ûȵ 
 

Monday, October 10 /Wednesday, October 12 

Genesis 40:1-ƖƗɯȱɯ3ÏÌɯ!ÜÛÓÌÙɯÈÕËɯ3ÏÌɯ!ÈÒÌÙȵ 
 

Monday, October 17 /Wednesday, October 19 

Genesis 41:1-ƙƛɯȱƛɯ2ÓÌÌÒȮɯ%ÈÛɯ"ÖÞÚɯÈÕËɯƛɯ4ÎÓàȮɯ2ÒÐÕÕàɯ"ÖÞÚȵ 

 

Monday, October 24 /Wednesday, October 26 

Genesis 42:1-ƘƘȯƗƘɯȱ'ÖÓàɯ"ÖÞȵ 
 

Monday, October 31 /Wednesday, November 2 

Genesis 45:1-ƖƜɯȱɯ3ÏÌɯ"ÙÜÊÐÈÓɯ#ÐÚÊÓÖÚÜÙÌȱɯ!ÐÎÎÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÈÕàɯÖÕÌɯ×ÓÈàÌÙȵ 
 

Monday, November 7 /Wednesday, November 9  

Genesis 46:1-ƘƛȯƗƕɯȱɯ,ÖÝÐÕÎɯ#Èàȵȭȭȭɯ&ÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ$Îà×Ûȭ 
 

BREAK  
 

Monday, December 5/ Wednesday, December 7 

Genesis 48:1- ƙƔȯƕƘɯȱ3ÏÌɯ!ÓÌÚÚÐÕÎɯÐÚɯ/ÈÚÚÌËȱɯ ÕÊÌÚÛÙÈÓɯ2ÛÖÙàɯ"ÖÔÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÈɯ"ÓÖÚÌȭ 
 

Monday, December 12/ Wednesday, December 14 

Genesis 50:15-ƖƚȱɯɁ&ÖËɯ,ÌÈÕÛɯÐÛɯÍÖÙɯ&ÖÖËȭɂ 
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Food for Friends 
Sunday, October 30 

  

 Our Food for Friends collection in September will go to the food pantry at 

,ÖÜÕÛɯ"ÈÙÔÌÓɯ&ÜÐÓËȭɯ#ÖÕɀÛɯÍÖÙÎÌÛɯÛÖɯÉÜàɯÖÕÌɯÕÖÕ-perishable item for the food col-

lection every time you go to the grocery store! If you would prefer to make a 

monetary gift, write a check to Mount Carmel Guild, put it in an envelope marked 

Ɂ%ÖÖËɯÍÖÙɯ%ÙÐÌÕËÚȮɂɯÈÕËɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÐÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ×ÓÈÛÌȭɯȹ%ÖÖËɯ×ÈÕÛÙÐÌÚɯÈÙÌɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯ

happy to receive money.)  

 If you will not be in church that Sunday and would like to  contribute grocery items, leave 

àÖÜÙɯÎÙÖÊÌÙÐÌÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÔÈÙÒÌËɯɁ%ÖÖËɯÍÖÙɯ%ÙÐÌÕËÚȮɂɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÓÓɯÚÌÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯ

in the collection.  

            

Serving at TASK   
Thursday, October 27 at 2:30 p.m. 

  

         The Trenton Area Soup Kitchen  

        volunteers  will be serving dinner on Thursday, 

        October 27.  Our group, which is now four to six 

        people, can be expanded to ten. So if you are  

        interested, please let us know.  Young people are 

        also welcome; you must be 13 or older.  

         Please note the new time: 2:30 p.m.  

        Mickey Reilly will drive us from the church to the

        soup kitchen before he begins his rounds for the 

        3ÙÌÕÛÖÕɯ"ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯ"ÏÖÙÜÚȮɯÈÕËɯÞÐÓÓɯÙÌÛÜÙÕɯÍÖÙɯÜÚɯ

        at 5 p.m.  

         If it would be more convenient for you to 

 ËÙÐÝÌɯÛÖɯ3 2*ɯÈÕËɯÔÌÌÛɯÜÚɯÛÏÌÙÌȮɯàÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯ

 have to meet us at church.  Just let us know  

 you are coming. You can call the church office   

 or Donna Amick.  

    

SOUP KITCHEN volunteers include Betty Sutterley, Irene 

Dransfield, Donna Amick, Hedy Delaney, Molly Trevor, 

Dave Kulp and George Amick. (There are two non-Covenant 

people in the line, as well.) 

Something New! 

A Contemplative Prayer Group  
Wednesday, October 5 at 6 p.m. 

 (ÕɯÛÖËÈàɀÚɯÍÈÚÛ-paced world, few of us have time to really contemplate the spiritual side of life. A Con-

templative Prayer group may just be the answer. The monthly group will start on Wednesday, October 5 and 

will meet at 6 p.m. in the chapel. It will consist of Centering Prayer, Lectio Divina, and other contemplative 

prayer forms. If you have any questions, call JoAnn Trevor or Jane Politi. Why not make this an opportunity 

to connect with others and explore this important aspect of a balanced life? 
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Meet Our International 

Peacemaker 

from India  
 

This year, we all have the opportunity to learn about the 

peacemaking efforts of our brothers and sisters in India, and 

how those ministries and concerns relate to our own life 

and ministries in Christ.   

Neerja Rajeev Prasad (pictured on the right) comes to us 

from India.  She would especially like to share with us concerning peace and justice issues in relation             

to gender justice, human trafficking , poverty , the Red Corridor in central India, ecology, literacy , and           

the role of the church in these matters.   

Please try to attend one of the opportunities being planned between October 7 and 11.   

 

 October 9 
Sunday morning worship (9 a.m.) and Adult Forum (10:30 a.m.)  

at Hopewell Presbyterian (Call 609.466.0758 for information)  

Sunday evening potluck at Somerset Presbyterian (Call 732.249.8674 to RSVP) 

 

October 10 
,ÖÕËÈàɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÓÜÕÊÏÌÖÕɯÈÛɯ/ÙÌÚÉàÛÌÙÐÈÕɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɯÖÍɯ+ÈÞÙÌÕÊÌÝÐÓÓÌɯ 

(See note below for information.) 

Monday evening worship (6:30 p.m.) at Rutgers Trinity House Campus Ministry  

(Call 609.273.1349 for information) 

 

                                                                         October 11 
Pre-Presbytery Session (4:30 p.m.) and Presbytery Meeting at Plainsboro Presbyterian 

 
 Questions?  Contact Sandra Austin  

 

Salad Luncheon  
October 10 at 12:30 p.m. 

Presbyterian Church of Lawrenceville  

2688 Lawrenceville Rd 
 

    Those who are interested in attending the October 10 salad luncheon at  

   Lawrenceville church are asked to please contact the church office at 609.896.1212. 

    Those whose last names begin with A-G are asked to  bring a dessert and  

   those from H-Z to bring a salad to serve 6. Beverages will be provided.   
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Obituaries  
    

   David James Osborn 
 David James Osborn, a former member, elder and deacon of Covenant Church, died 

September 10 of pancreatic cancer at his home in Princeton Junction. He was 47. 

 Dave was born in Princeton and was a lifelong resident of this area. He graduated 

from West Windsor -Plainsboro High School and attended Mercer County Community Col-

lege. He worked in telecommunications with the General Electric Company and with Data-

ram.  A member and past elder of the Dutch Neck Presbyterian Church, he coached youth 

sports and was an enthusiastic fly-ÍÐÚÏÌÙÔÈÕȭɯɯ#ÈÝÌɀÚɯÍÜÕÌÙÈÓɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÞÈÚɯÏÌÓËɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ#ÜÛÊÏɯ

Neck Church on September 17. Our Christian sympathy is extended to his wife, Katharine; 

ÛÏÌÐÙɯÚÖÕÚȮɯ,ÈÛÛÏÌÞɯÈÕËɯ ÕËÙÌÞȰɯÏÐÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙȮɯ"ÏÈÙÓÌÚɯɁ!ÜÊÒàɂɯ.ÚÉÖÙÕȰɯÈÕËɯÔÈÕàɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÓÖÝÌËɯÖÕÌÚɯÈÕËɯ

friends. 

 

              John Stryker Marsh 
 John Stryker Marsh, a long-time member of Covenant Church, died September 16 

at his home in Morrisville with his daughters by his side holding his hands. He was 85.  

 Jack Marsh was a fixture in the sanctuary every Sunday morning, occupying his 

favorite seat in the far corner of the last pew, from which he would greet his friends with a 

smile and a warm word. He also was a fixture in the church board room early on Monday 

ÔÖÙÕÐÕÎÚȮɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÏÌɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌËɯÏÐÚɯɁÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯÑÖÉɂɯÈÚɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÈÔɯÖÍɯÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙÚɯÞÏÖɯ

ÊÖÜÕÛɯÈÕËɯÙÌÊÖÙËɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÐÖÕÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÊÌËÐÕÎɯËÈàɀÚɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ×ÓÈÛÌÚɯȭɯ ÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯ

count, Jack would deliver the checks and cash to the bank, then join the others for breakfast at a local diner. 

 Jack, a Trenton native, lived in Morrisville for 47 years. He was a seaman first class in the U.S. Navy 

during World War II, and afterward worked for 38 years for American Bridge Corporation and the U.S. 

2ÛÌÌÓɀÚɯ%ÈÐÙÓÌÚÚɯ6ÖÙÒÚȭɯ'ÐÚɯÞÐÍÌɯÖÍɯƙƜɯàÌÈÙÚȮɯ)ÖàÊÌɯ2ÊÏÌÌÚÌɯ,ÈÙÚÏȮɯËÐÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯËÈàɯÖÍɯƖƔƔƝȭ 

His funeral service was held in the sanctuary September 20 under the direction of the Rev. Jan Willem 

ÝÈÕɯËÌÙɯ6ÌÙÍÍȭɯ.ÜÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÚàÔ×ÈÛÏàɯÐÚɯÌßÛÌÕËÌËɯÛÖɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÏÜÚÉÈÕËÚȮɯ+àÕɯÈÕËɯ)ÈÊÒɯ

Mount of Yardley and Christie and Mark Nicholson of Vermont, and to his many friends.  

 

Mary Szymelewicz  
Mary Mastrosimone Szymelewicz, of Ewing, a member of a large and active Covenant 

family, died of heart failure September 14  at Capital Health Regional Medical Center -

Fuld Branch. She was 95. 

Mary, christened Maria, was born in Trenton and lived in the area all her life. She held 

many positions during her lifetime, working with her brothers, John, Pete and Mike, at 

the Circle Bowling Lanes, Circle Appliance Center and the General Electric plant. She 

also worked at the Stacy Fashion Store as a seamstress and was proprietor of her own 

tailoring and dressmaking business. 

She was predeceased by her husband, Victor, to whom she was married for 38 years, 

and by eight siblings, including Charles and Michael Simone, who died in recent years and were well known 

to many Covenant members. 

,ÈÙàɀÚɯÍÜÕÌÙÈÓɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÞÈÚɯÏÌÓËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛɯÚÈÕÊÛÜÈÙàɯ2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯƕƛɯÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ1ÌÝȭɯ

Jan Willem van der Werff. Our Christian sympathy is extended to her sister Grace Lavis of Hamilton, her 

only surviving sibling; her sisters -in-law, Jeanette Seamon and Frances D. Simone, and her many nieces, 

nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, cousins and other loved ones. 
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We Get You to the Church on Time! 
 
 Do you want to attend church on Sundays but have no                            

transportation? Please call the church office or the scheduled driver,    

and arrangements will be made for you to be brought to church and then 

taken home. Below is the schedule for  October and November van driv-

ers. 
 

Covenant Online… 
 

 (ÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯÊÏÌÊÒÌËɯÖÜÛɯÖÜÙɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌɯÓÈÛÌÓàȮɯÊÓÐÊÒɯÖÕɯ

www.CovenantChurchTrenton.org to see what you have been missing. 

'ÌÙÌɀÚɯÈɯÚÈÔ×ÓÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɀÓÓɯÍÐÕËȯ 

 

 4 A photo of our children and youth worship service  

 4 A photo of our 80 -and-over members. 

 4 Photos of our March retreat. 

 4 Our Ministry of Health, updated each month.  

 4 Information about the Spiritual Book Club.  

 4 Information about our I.D. Card program.  

 4 Letters from and news about our missionaries. 

 4  Late-breaking church news. 

 4  Downloadable copies of various documents and forms.  

 4 Photos of Vacation Bible School, mission trips, Tea by the Sea and other church events. 

 4  Links to other websites of interest. 

 4  Links to several versions of the Bible, the Book of Confessions and The Upper Room. 

 4  Prayers and inspirational poems. 

October 2 Mickey  

October 9 Dave 

October 16 Joyce 

October 23 Jeff 

October 30 Mickey  

November 6  Dave 

November 13  Jeff 

November 20  Joyce 

November 27  Mickey  
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The letter below to Covenant Church was received from ECHO  

on August 25, 2011 

 

Mr. George Self, Chair, Mission and Outreach Commission 

 

Dear Mr. Self: 

 

 On behalf of the Board of Directors of ECHO, I would like to 

thank the Mission and Outreach Commission of Covenant Presbyterian 

Church for your continuous generosity. We have received and are grate-

ÍÜÓɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜÙɯÈÕÕÜÈÓɯÊÖÔÔÐÛÔÌÕÛɯÛÖɯ$"'.ȭɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛɀÚɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÖÍɯ$"'.ɯÈÓÓÖÞÚɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÍÜÓÍÐÓÓɯÖÜÙɯ

mission of empowering seniors to remain independent, involved, and informed. During the last year alone, 

ECHO provided more than five thousand contacts with seniors through more than six hundred activities. We 

continue to learn of the importance of this mission of helping seniors live life to the fullest and never giving 

up.  

 Just recently we received a note from one of our eldest members, who at the age of 98 was still grate-

ÍÜÓɯÍÖÙɯÏÌÙɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯ$"'.ȭɯɯ'ÌÙɯÓÖÕÎɯÛÌÙÔɯÖÕɯ$"'.ɀÚɯ!ÖÈÙËɯÖÍɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙÚɯÏÈËɯÌÕËÌËɯÑÜÚÛɯÈɯÛÏÙÌÌɯ

àÌÈÙÚɯÈÎÖȭɯ2ÏÌɯÈÓÚÖɯɁÈ×ÖÓÖÎÐáÌËɂɯÍÖÙɯÕÖÛɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙɯÔÖÙÌȭɯ6ÐÛÏÐÕɯÈɯÍÌÞɯÞÌÌÒÚɯÖÍɯÚÌÕËÐÕÎɯÏÌÙɯ

note, she passed away, coincidentally on the same day as the newsletter containing her note was mailed. Her 

family remarked at how much she valued her ECHO involvement right to the end of her life.   

 Thank you for being a partner in mission with us.  

 

        Yours truly,  

        Jo Carolyn Dent-Clark 
        Executive Director 

Trenton Ecumenical Area Ministry 

Trenton Annual  CROP Walk against hunger will be  held  
 

Sunday October 16, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. 

(Registration begins at 1:00 p.m.)  
 

Starting and Finishing at:  

Trinity Cathedral, 801 W. State Street in Trenton  

To Participate, Call T.E.A.M. Weekdays at  

609.394.9229 

 

CROP Walk funds benefit over a dozen well -known, worldwide hunger and disaster relief  

programs and 25% of Trenton Walk funds are dedicated to three local agencies:  Meals on 

Wheels of Trenton/Ewing, Mount Carmel Guild and The Salvation Army.  For further details 

visit www.cropwalk.org  or www.churchworldservice.org  

http://www.cropwalk.org/
http://www.churchworldservice.org/
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3ÏÐÙËɯ0ÜÈÙÛÌÙɯ3ÙÌÈÚÜÙÌÙɀÚɯ1Ì×ÖÙÛ 
 
 As you know, the Ɂ%ÈÐÛÏɯÈÕËɯ&ÙÖÞÛÏɯ"ÖÔÔÐÛÔÌÕÛɯ%ÜÕËɂɯ

was created to help balance the budget by the end of the year.  

Thank you to all who have contributed already and for the Fund-

raising activities of Congregational Life Commission.  If we are    

going to meet our yearly goal of $27,838 (amount needed to balance 

the budget), $19,085 must be still raised over the next 3 months.  

This is an  average of $6,362 per month.  Please make every possi-

ble effort to help raise this money .  Thank you!  

 

Ɂ%ÈÐÛÏɯ.ÍÍÌÙÐÕÎɂɯOur pledging is doing OK.  We are about $4,593 short of being paid up. 

 

Ɂ/ÌÙɯ"È×ÐÛÈɂPer capita is a third area where we need to catch up.  At the end of September, we should 

have paid about $6,300 of our $8,400 yearly dues.  We have paid about $4,200.   

 

Ɂ!ÖÛÛÖÔɯ+ÐÕÌɂɯ.ÝÌÙÈÓÓȮɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯÌß×ÌÕÚÌÚɯÈÙÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯȜƜȮƖƔƔɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÊÖÔÌɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËȭɯɯ3ÏÐÚɯÈÔÖÜÕÛɯ

could have been around $18,000 if the commissions were not holding back on some of their spending, 

and without the fund -raising activities put on by the Congregational Life and Fellowship Commission to 

raise additional revenue.  I thank the Session and the fund-raising committee for their dedication and 

support.    

 
                                                                                               Mickey Reilly  
                                                                                                    Treasurer        

       

 

 The Cradle Roll Ministry  

 Many of us are not aware of a silent ministry that has existed at Cove-

nant for over 20 years ɭ the Cradle Roll Ministry.   This ministry is for the chil-

dren of Covenant.  When a baby is born , the chair of Cradle Roll records the 

birth and sends a congratulatory card to the family.  Each successive year, a 

birthday card is sent to the child, and parents receive spiritual suggestions 

through booklets sent along with each card.  This is done until the child is three 

years old. 

 Betty Lamb has been chair of the Cradle Roll for slightly over 15 years 

and is now retiring.  We thank Betty for her commitment to this ministry.  Her diligent work has guided 

families through the years at Covenant and it is greatly appreciated.  

 If anyone is interested in chairing this ministry, which can be done at home, please call Rae at the 

church office at 609.989.8282 or email her at 471covenantrae@comcast.net  for more information.   
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Happy Birthday!  

October 2011 

2 Rachael Leichssenring 

3 Stephen Bogdan 

 Stanley Lavis 

4 Kay Hildebrand  

 Natalie Houghton  

 Ruth Schumacher 

6 Keith Dougherty  

 Alexander Medwick  

7 Neal Schumacher 

 J. Kent Shellenberger III 

9 Elizabeth Steinouer 

10 Barbara Winn 

11 Richard Steinouer 

12 Creston B. Lodge, Jr. 

 Janet Reese 

13  Gabriel R. Lopez 

   Karen Romanowsky 
 

 

15 Pat Romanowsky 

16 Shirley Disler  

17  James Disler 

18 Kevin Dougherty  

20 Clayton J. Christiansen 

21 Evelyn Laird  

24 Ernie Grenwelge 

 Lorraine Kudelka  

 Meggin Christiansen  

25 Anthony Visconti  

 Clara Sochalski 

29 Chris Haldane 

 Regina Schnerr 

Deadline Date 
 

Deadline for the November newsletter is Wednesday, October 19.   
Submissions received after the deadline will not get into the newsletter.  

Submissions may be dropped off, mailed or e-mailed to the church office 

  Donna Amick at gdamick@comcast.net 
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Join Us this Fall at the  

Flea Market  
 

Saturday, October 8, 2011 

(No rain date --  Pray!)  

8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 

 

 

 
"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛɀÚɯ%ÓÌÈɯ3ÈÉÓÌɯ×ÓÜÚ 

Pantry, Jewelry and Bake Tables!  

8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÍÐÕËɯ-ÈÛÏÈÕɀÚɯ%ÈÔÖÜÚɯɯ'ÖÛɯ#ÖÎÚȮɯ%ÜÕÕÌÓɯ"ÈÒÌÚȮɯÈÕË 

Our Famous Sausage Sandwiches 

at the concession stand! 

&1ƜɯÉÈÙÎÈÐÕÚɯÈÛɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛɀÚɯ%ÓÌÈɯ3ÈÉÓÌȮ 

 ÓÐÊÌɀÚɯ2ÖÜ×ÚȮɯ"ÐÕËàɀÚɯ2ÛÙÈÞÉÌÙÙàɯ)ÈÔȮɯ2ÛÌÝÌɀÚɯ"ÏÐÊÒÌÕɯ/ÖÛ 

Pies at the Pantry, plus all the goodies at our Bake Table! 

Bring Family & Friends to Support this Fund -Raising Event!  

 

8ÖÜɯÔÈàɯËÖÕÈÛÌɯƘɯÛÖɯƚɯÐÛÌÔÚɯÛÖɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛɀÚɯ%ÓÌÈɯ,ÈÙÒÌÛɯ3ÈÉÓÌȭ 

Call Carol Stawski for details  

 

Contact Regina Schnerr to donate your  

home-made baked goods  

 

and for donated pantry items,  

contact Alice Wardlow  

 

#ÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÐÛɯÛÖɯÙÌÚÌÙÝÌɯàÖÜÙɯÚ×ÈÊÌȵ 

Download registration form  

 online at www.CovenantChurchTrenton.org  

or call the church office at 609-989-8282. 

 

$17 per space rentalɭBring your own table, or  

$6 additional per table rental  

(While supplies last)  


