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Covenant Online. ..

If you haven’t checked out our website lately, click on
www.CovenantChurchTrenton.org to see what you have been
missing. Here’s a sampling of what you'll find:

» A photo of our 80-and-over members!

» Photos of the March retreat.

» Our Ministry of Health, updated each month.

Info about the spiritual book club.

Info about our ID card program.

Letters from and news about our missionaries.

Late-breaking church news.

Downloadable copies of various documents and

forms.

» Photos of VBC, mission trips, Irish Tea and many
other church events.

» Links to other websites of interest.

» Links to several versions of the Bible, the Book of
Confessions and The Upper Room.

v v Vv v Vv
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Minister’s Message

“The mission of Covenant Presbyterian Church is to encourage a diverse wor-
ship family that is representative of our past
and embraces our future.”

Where the joy is

In Ecclesiastes -

this title means
“Teacher”- 3: 12 the
author, the Teacher of
] that book, writes:

“I know that there is
nothing better for them
than to be happy and
enjoy themselves as

@l long as they live.”

As continuation

of the famous “For
everything there is a
season, and a time for
every matter under heaven” section in 3: 1-8, the Teacher asks us,
the readers, to accept that it is a God-given task to enjoy the good,
both in play and at work. Moreover, that it is God’s gift that all
should eat and drink and take pleasure in all our toil.

This month I am writing about the last E of Encourage-
ment: Enjoyment. (see note). It's not always easy to enjoy. We tend
to have a hard time doing that. When we go on a vacation, it takes
time to adjust, to relax and enjoy, because we are so much in the
grip of stress and pressure. After all the hard preparation and
planning and the astronomical expectations created, we sometimes
have a hard time enjoying our own wedding. We might be so
involved in the nitty-gritty of church (commission) work that we
can lose the perspective on all the miracles God is doing right
around and through us.



Ecclesiastes reminds us that God calls us to enjoy. We are
asked to see the hand and face of God at work in people, in church,
in nature, and in life, and find pleasure in it. We are invited to affirm
God’s love by finding things pleasing. Step back, relax and enjoy!

In church we can find enjoyment by affirming the positives.
Helping others make things happen. Trusting in God. Acknowledg-
ing in word and deed that we are all Children of God. Come and see
what God is doing for a new thing! “Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4). It is my dream that
pretty soon in our Mission Statement at Covenant we dare to change
the word “encourage” to “enjoy” : “We enjoy a diverse worship
family.”

God bless,

The Rev. Jan Willem van der Werff

Note: Enjoyment is the fifth E of Encouragement. The first months of
2011 I have been exploring one of the five E’s of Encouragement. The
E’s are derived from the word Encourage as it is used in our mission
statement: we at Covenant “encourage a diverse worship family” and,
for example, by the apostle Paul: “Therefore encourage one another
and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.” (1 Thessalonians
5:11) In previous newsletters, I have discussed the words:
eEvangelism (February), e Education (March), ®Excellence (April),
and eExcitement (May). This month in this season of Easter joy we
focus on: ®Enjoyment

How to Reach the Pastor
If you have a pastoral concern, or want to talk to the pastor, the
Rev. Jan Willem van der Werff, please call 609.989.8282 or e-mail him at
jwvanderwerff@comcast.net. (Monday is his day off.)




Session Notes

At its May 17 meeting,
the Session:

» Voted to put reminders of the
need to contribute to the Faith and
Growth Fund in church bulletins and
newsletters after Treasurer Mickey Reilly
reported that the fund is lagging, with
$535 needed each week and $2,320 each
month to meet the $27,837.96 indebtedness from 2010.

» Learned that Elder Jeff Lippincott and Rev. van der Werff
have been appointed to the administrative commission in charge of

dissolving Bethany Presbyterian Church, a process that will take
until July 1, 2011, and that Rev. van der Werff has been appointed
moderator of the Bethany Session.

» The Rev. van der Werff requested that e-mails be sent to
the person directly who could most accurately answer the question
presented. He reiterated that he counsels persons up to three times
and then refers to them to an appropriate specialist, i.e. a therapist,
spiritual director, counselor, etc.

» Learned that Rev. van der Werff is in communication with
Rev. Elizabeth Vandegrift of Ewing Presbyterian Church about the
future of our joined youth ministry.

» Learned that an informational meeting about the past,
present and future of our youth program will be held on Sunday,
June 5, after coffee hour, with youth, parents, leaders and others
interested and invested in the program invited to attend.

» Learned that Rev. Nancy Schluter, who has been working
with the ID program, is working with a committee to reach out to
the Hispanic community, and especially to women who work as
maids and to those in service, with special hours established to
accommodate their schedules.



» Learned that the church calendar will be put on
Covenant’s website and that commissions can send a request to a
staff person to include activities on the calendar.

» Heard a report from Rev. Schluter on the recent decision
by the PC (USA) that leaders of the church will be reviewed on the
basis of each candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation and suitability for
the responsibilities of ordination, rather than on sexual orientation or
marital status.

» Learned that Sharon Young and five other church mem-
bers will attend the Big Tent 2011 conference in Indianapolis June 30-
July 2.

» Heard from Mickey Reilly that the Building and Grounds
Commission is hopeful that the water problem in the basement is
now solved. Additional repairs and materials are being supplied by
the company at no charge.

» Heard from the Congregational Life and Fellowship Com-
mission that the Tea by the Sea went well, with a net profit of $2,300,
and that Tina Lamb will chair the church picnic and Harriette Wil-
liams will chair the Strawberry Festival.

» Heard from the Christian Education Commission that the
youth mission trip to West Virginia will take place at the end of July.

» Heard from the Worship and Music Commission that the
next Healing and Wholeness service will take place at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, June 8, after which monthly services will resume in the
fall.

Let’s Go Out to the Ball Game!
Saturday, July 30
7:05 p.m. game time

$8 per ticket
Sign up for tickets in Fellowship Hall
after worship. More details in Sunday bulletin
and your July 2011 Newsletter.




We Get You to the Church On Time!

Do you want to attend church on Sundays but have no trans-
portation? Please call the church office or the scheduled
driver and arrangements will be made for you to be brought
to church and then taken home. Below is the schedule for
June and July van drivers.

June 5 Mickey

June 12 Joyce July 10 Dave
June 19 Jeff July 17 Jeft
June 26 Dave July 24 Joyce
July 3 Joyce July 31 Dave



t ReNew
Covenant’s 2011 Vacation Bible School

Join everyone at ReNew, the Green VBS, for a week of plant-
ing and growing, connecting with God, and caring for creation to-
gether. There is a place for you at ReNew!

WHAT: VBS 2011: ReNew, the Green VBS
WHERE: Covenant Presbyterian Church in Fellowship Hall
WHEN: July 18-22, 2011
TIMES: 9 a.m. to noon
FOR: All Kids from Kindergarten through 6th Grade

* Explore God’s Word through Jesus” Parable of the Sower.

e Learn about God’s creation and what we can do to care for
it.

*  Meet members of our community who are stewards of the

environment.
* Make new friends and have a great time!

For more information or to register for VBS by phone, call the
church office at 609.989.8282.

Or go to our website, www.CovenantChurchTrenton.org for

an application. Print out your registration form and mail it to

Covenant Presbyterian Church, 471 Parkway Ave. Trenton,

(4

NJ 08618.
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Beautiful Junk for ReNew: The Green VBS

VBS asks you to save the following gently used, clean items:

* Empty toilet-paper and paper-towel rolls
e Old greeting cards

* Envelopes

* Material scraps, ribbon
* Egg cartons

» Potting soil

* Seed packets (wild flowers, vegetable seeds)

e Shoe boxes, cereal boxes

* Clothespins

¢ Aluminum cans

» DPlastic water bottles, glass bottles with narrow necks
* Paper bags, shopping bags

¢ Old muffin tins

e Twine, clothesline

» Cotton balls

* Empty, clean gallon milk jugs or liter containers

* Clean yogurt or margarine containers with lids

e Buttons, beads

* Drinking straws

* Old cotton socks )

*  Wax paper, newspapers

* Clean, gently used pillowcases

* Tape (duct, masking, and clear)

» Paper towels

i Save your recyclables for VBS.
a — 7 Please put them in the boxes marked VBS
@ THANKS!

ReNew: The Green VBS



Spiritual
Growth

Wednesday, June 8, 7 pm
The Book Study group
will gather for a wrap-up session |
for the year. We will revisit the
journey through the books we
read last year and we will plan
what books to read in the future.

Wednesday, June 15, 7 pm
Covenant’s women'’s group, the Circle of Sisters, will
meet in the lounge. The topic for May is “Why do we really need

to respect each other?”
Call a week in advance to inquire about babysitting
arrangements. Call 609.989.8282 and ask for Jane Politi.

Sunday, June 19, 7:45 am

The men of Covenant
will meet in the Drake Room
for breakfast and discussion.
All men are invited to come
and bring a friend.
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Tuesday, June 21, 1 p.m.

The women’s Bible
study group will meet in the
lounge. The group is discussing
“Journey Through Revelation,
Apocalyptic Hope for Today.”

In recent years, an enor-
mous prophecy industry has
marketed frightening images
and interpretations of the book
of Revelation, leaving many

Christians intimidated by this amazing, often misunderstood book.
Although brimming with mysterious symbolism, Revelation ulti-
mately is a book of hope that sustains those who are oppressed.

This month’s lesson is “Singing Songs of Hope: Interludes of
Salvation for God’s People” The key idea is that God gives hope even
in the midst of judgment, enabling us to witness faithfully through
whatever befalls us.

A Service of Healing
Wednesday, June 8, 2011, 6 p.m.

This service is a time for quiet
meditation, reflection, prayer, and
anointing with oil. Together we will fo-
cus our worship and deepen our faith
through prayer. Our souls are often too
"busy" to hear the voice of God calling
out to them, and our service is meant to

quiet the soul. All are welcome to attend this service on Wednesday
evening, June 8 at 6 pm where people can come with personal con-
cerns that need to be made whole. This request can be private if pre-

ferred.
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Youth Corner

It is with mixed
emotions that I write
my final Youth Corner
column for the Cove-
nant Newsletter. I am
sure by now most of
you have learned that
I'have resigned as
youth minister, effec-
tive the end of this
school year. I have
many wonderful memories from my last three years in this
position that I will take with me, but with my upcoming wedding
and increasing demands from my full-time job, I feel it is a good
time for me to move on. I'll miss each of the youth group members
and leaders, but I'm confident that the program will continue to
thrive with the support of our congregation.

This past month we had a successful fund-raiser selling
chocolate-covered pretzels on Mother’s Day. We made approxi-
mately $450 from our sales at both churches. Thank you to all who
purchased pretzels. We hope you enjoyed them!

Given the news in mid-May of the warnings of the pending
rapture and end of times as pushed into mainstream media by
Harold Camping, we took some time to talk with the youth about
the fallacies of his claims and hopefully eased their fears. It was
amazing to me how scary the news can sometimes appear to a
middle-school youth, and how each of us can easily be scared or
misled by the predictions of those around us. I think it was a great
lesson for all of us to know that if we believe in God, there truly is
nothing to fear, for he will provide for us and keep us safe no

matter what.
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Unfortunately, the same weekend Mr. Camping predicted
the world to end, the Junior High Retreat was also cancelled due to
low attendance. We made the best of the disappointing situation by
holding a game night with the youth and had a great time!

We have some fun events planned in the month of June this
year. We'll be having an ice cream sundae party and a meeting to
gear up for our mission trip in July. We'll also be holding our final
fund-raiser, a car wash on June 11. Please stop by Covenant between
9 a.m. and 1 p.m. to have your car washed and help contribute to our
funds for the mission trip. We’ll bring the year to a close with a trip
down the shore for the day, where the youth can enjoy some fun in
the sun, both on the sand and the boardwalk.

It has truly been my pleasure leading such a wonderful
group of young people these past few years. Thank you to all who
supported me in my role as youth minister. It is greatly appreciated.
I'look forward to beginning this next chapter of my life.

Jessica Jaeger, Youth Minister

June Youth
Calendar

Junior High Meets @ 4:45 p.m.
Senior High Meets @ 6 p.m.

June 4 - Ice Cream Sundae at Covenant
June 4 — Mission Trip Meeting 7 p.m.
Saturday June 11- Car Wash Fundraiser 9-1
Saturday June 18 — Beach Trip (All day event)
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The Youth Group is collecting:

School Supplies and Children’s Books

Our summer mission trip site at Youth-
Works! in Raleigh County, West Virginia, needs
our help collecting school supplies and children’s
books for their community. Please help provide

children with necessary items that are not always
available to them! We will be collecting items
through June until July 10 when we depart for the trip.

Suggested School Supplies:

Crayons

Colored Pencils

Markers

No. 2 Pencils

Pens

Wide Rule Notebooks
Wide Rule Notebook Paper
Graph Paper

Art Sketch Pads

Folders

Three-Ring Binders

Tab Dividers

Clear, Plastic Cover Sheets
Construction Paper
Erasers

Pencil Sharpeners
Rulers

Protractors
Compasses

Scissors (child safe)
Washable Glue
Glue Sticks

Pencil Boxes

Daily Schedule Planners
Book Covers
Washable Paint Sets
Backpacks

Lunch Boxes/Bags

These supplies are just suggestions; all other school supplies will be
accepted as well. Also see the list of suggested books, which we will be

collecting during this drive!



Book Donation List
Suggested Titles and Authors for Club Book Drive Donations

BOOKS FOR 4-8-YEAR-OLDS

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good,
Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst
Amelia Bedelia (series) by Peggy Parish
Are You My Mother? by Philip D. Eastman
Arthur (series) by Marc Tolon Brown
Basil of Baker Street by Eve Titus
Caps for Sale by Esphyr Slobodkina
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by John Archambault
Click Clack Moo, Cows That Type by Doreen Cronina
Clifford, the Big Red Dog by Norman Bridwell
Corduroy by Don Freeman
Curious George by Hans Augusto Rey
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus by Mo Williams
Duck on a Bike by David Shannon
He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands by Kadir Nelson
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie (series) by Laura Joffe Numeroff
Jumanji by Chris Van Allsburg
Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes
Make Way for Ducklings by Robert McCloskey
Stellaluna by Janell Cannon
Strega Nona by Tomie De Paola
Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig
The Art Lesson by Tomie De Paola
The Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper
The Little House by Virginia Lee Burton
The Napping House by Audrey Wood
The Paper Bag Princess by Robert N. Munsch
The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka
Veggie Tales Series by Big Idea
Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge by Mem Fox
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BIBLES
The Jesus Story Book Bible, Zondervan
The Hand-On Bible, Tyndale House Publishers

AUTHORS
Dr. Seuss, Max Lucado, Eric Carle, Mary Ann Hoberman,
Ezra Jack Keats, Mem Fox, Ira Trapini, Shel Silverstein

BOOKS FOR 9-12-YEAR-OLDS
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle
Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman
Anne of Green Gables (series) by Lucy Maud
Montgomery
Harriet the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh
James and the Giant Peach: A Children's Story by Roald Dahl
Little House on the Prairie (series) by Laura Ingalls Wilder
Matilda by Roald Dahl
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh by Robert C. O'Brien
My Father's Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannett
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor
Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan
Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner
The Boxcar Children (series) by Gertrude Chandler Warner
The Chronicles of Narnia (series) by C. S. Lewis
The Giver by Lois Lowry
The Great Gilly Hopkins by Katherine Paterson
The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis
Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt
Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech
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'C saqb
A Strawberry Festival

for the Soul z

Sunday, June 19 after worsth
@ The Strawberry Festival will be held
on Sunday, June 19, immediately after
worship. We will enjoy an afternoon of family
fun and games and, of course, the straw-
berries! Join us and bring a friend along.
Please call the church office 609.989.8282 or
email 471covenantrae@comcast.net to let us

know how many guests you will bring so we
can make sure we have enough for everyone.

=P =

Covenant and Ewing Picnic Together!
Saturday, July 23 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Ewing Presbyterian Grounds

Everyone is cordially invited to attend the joint picnic with
Covenant and Ewing Presbyterian Churches. We will need help with
setup, cleanup and whatever else is needed to make this a success.
Covenant will be expected to bring their share of salads and desserts
and a fun time will be had by all.

Look for sign up sheets in Fellowship Hall and more informa-
tion in your Sunday bulletins. This is being coordinated by Tina
Lamb. If you can help with anything please call her.
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Ruth Warga

Ruth I. Warga, a member of Covenant Church,
died May 19 in St. Francis Medical Center. She was 83.

Ruth was born in Mexico, Maine, and had lived in
Bordentown for 40 years before moving to Hamilton
Township. She was the wife of the late Walter Ferguson
Sr.

Our Christian sympathy is extended to her daugh-
ter and daughter-in-law, Dr. Nancy Ferguson and Beth
Wetterskog; her son, Walter Ferguson Jr.; her sister and
brother-in-law, Marguerite and Leslie Fuller; her brother,
Earl Kidder; her four grandchildren, and her great-
grandchild.

Graveside services were held May 24 at Fountain
Lawn Memorial Park, Ewing Townshp, with the Rev. Jan
Willem van der Werff officiating.
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Personal Notes

Dear Covenant Family:

The sudden death of
Louise has been very difficult but
the love shown through many
cards, notes, phone calls and con-
tributions to the church has eased
the pain and were sincerely ap-
preciated.

Louise loved Covenant Presbyterian Church and was espe-
cially proud of the Memorial Prayer Garden. The memorial ser-
vice was a tribute to a lady who was a friend to all she met.

Special thanks to Dave Tregurtha and our organist, Mrs.
Hehsun Smith, for their music. I cannot say enough for the sup-
port given to Louise and me by Rev. Jan Willem and Nancy
Schluter prior to and following Louise’s hospitalization. Once
again, my appreciation and heartfelt thanks to all.

Walt Lee
To My Covenant Family:

I thank the pastors, seminarians and the congregation of
Covenant Church for their many cards, calls, visits, and prayers
during my recent heart surgery. It is such a blessing to have your
love and support.

Dave Pollison

Dear Covenant Family:

Thank you for prayers and support during the search for
the cause of my anemia. I am now on medication to control the
hypertension and anemia.

Harriette Williams
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You are Invited!
June 5, 2011
at Noon

Let’s Discuss and Dream about
the Youth Program!
Please join us on June 5

for a brain-storming meeting about the structure of the youth

groups looking back and going forward.
We will address such questions as: How did we organize
the Youth ministry over the last 60 years, and especially, what is

our vision moving forward given the church we want to become
tomorrow? And what do we need to have in place to execute this
vision? Voices of the youth, parents, church leaders and every-
one invested in our Youth Programs are cordially invited.

Rev. Jan Willen

Community ID Cards

Covenant Church, through the
Mission and Outreach Commission, is
participating in a countywide effort to
supply identification cards to residents

who lack such identification and need it
M to get along in today’s complex society.
The cards, issued by the One Community
Coalition, do not constitute official gov-
ernment ID, but are endorsed by the
police departments of Ewing, Plainsboro, both Princetons, Trenton

and West Windsor, as well as the Mercer County sheriff’s and
prosecutor’s offices.
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Serving at TASK
Thursday, June 23
2:45 p.m.

The Trenton Area Soup Kitchen volunteers
will be serving dinner on Thursday, June 23.

Our group, which is now four to six people,
can be expanded to eight. So if you are interested, /
please let us know. Young people are also welcome; ’,__\«\
you must be 13 or older. @

We meet in the church parking lot at 2:45 p.m.  J¥~
and Dave Kulp drives us in the van from there to the 00
Soup Kitchen and back. We get back around 5:30.

If it would be more convenient for you to drive to TASK and
meet us there, you don’t have to go in the van. Just let us know you
are coming. You can call the church office or Donna Amick .

Food for Friends
Sunday, June 26

Our Food for Friends collection in June will go
to the food pantry at Mount Carmel Guild. Don’t for-
get to buy one non-perishable item for the food collec-
tion every time you go to the grocery store! If you would prefer to
make a monetary gift, write a check to Mount Carmel Guild, put it in
an envelope marked “Food for Friends,” and place it in the collection
plate. (Food pantries are always happy to receive money.)

If you will not be in church that Sunday and would like to
contribute grocery items, leave your groceries at the church office
marked “Food for Friends,” and we’ll see that they are included in the
collection.
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Babies, Babies, Babies!
Baptism

Jacob Helmut and Levi Chad Waladkewics
were baptized by the Rev. Jan Willem van der
= Werff on Sunday, May 15. They are the twin sons
l?'[% of Laura E. and Joseph W. Waladkewics. The
= maternal grandparents are former Covenant
members Barbara and Helmut Kunst, and the
paternal grandparents are Anita and Mark
Waladkewics. The godparents are Nicholas and Lisa

Bonczkiewicz.

Newborns at Covenant!

Lisa and Geoff are pleased to
announce the birth of Maksimus
Geoffrey Schnerr-Mayo, born
Wednesday, May 25 at 1:45pm at Robert
Wood Johnson in Hamilton. Maksimus
weighed in at 9 pounds, 3 ounces and
was 21 inches long. The parents are
Lisa Schnerr and Geoff Mayo; big sister
is Amaliya Schnerr-Mayo. The proud
grandparents are Regina Schnerr and Joe Goodfriend; great-
grandmother is Betty Schnerr, and Maksimus’ great-aunt is Angie
Leamann.

Amy and Robert Valentino are pleased to announce the birth
Oliver Robert Valentino on April 12, 2011. Oliver weighed in at 7
pounds, 7 ounces and was 20 inches in length. The proud grandpar-
ents are Karen and Frederick Romanowsky and the great-grandmother
is Patricia Romanowsky. 22



June
2011
Birthdays

2 Helen Birchenough 16
Kathleen Konopka
3 Richard Cherny 20
4 Betsy Diggs
Patrick Jaeger 21
5 Marilyn Miller 22
6 Marie Beatty
Barbara Brezak 24
10 Katheryn Bornemann
Alexander Deangelis 26
Jan Willem van der Werff 28
Alexander Markley 29
William Markley

13 Betty Lamb
15 Nancy Orhun

Cindy Moskow
Corey Paterson
Susan Devoy
Jennifer Thackray
Lauren Washington
Joyce Jaeger
Christopher Martin
Catherine Barton
Laurie Waladkewics
Claire Crum

Keith Gwin

Pam Miller

Robert Thorward

Deadline for the July newsletter is Monday, June 20. Submissions
received after the deadline will not get into the newsletter. Submissions
may be dropped off, mailed or e-mailed to the church office.
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Space Available
at Covenant!

"Capital Health Children's Center to close after
more than 30 years in Trenton!” To read the article
about the closing, please go to:

& http://www.nj.com/mercer/index.ssf/2011/05/
capital health to close low- c.html.

Because of this closing, there is now a great space available at
Covenant. Interested? Call Shirley Rader at 609-882-8850.

Help Create the Garden!

Re-New the Green VBS
Tuesday, July 12, 2011
Noon to 3 p.m. or 6 to 8 p.m.

Be a part of the Green Team as we transform Fellow-
ship Hall into a virtual garden for VBS.

Come early for the beginning stage. Come after work
and help us plant the final seeds.

Decorating Day for VBS has always been a fun time...so
join us this year and be a part of the FUN.

The Covenant Newsletter
Pastor: Rev. Jan Willem van der Werff
Parish Associate: Rev. Dr. Nancy H. Schluter
Administrative Assistant/Graphics : Rae Richardson
Newsletter: Donna & George Amick
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