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Minister’s Message

\ %\ I mean, yes, we plan an intergenerational, interactive
B NS Christmas pageant on the 18, yes, we will celebrate a couple of
AN \ services on Christmas Eve, yes, we will have a service on Sunday,
BN Dec. 25, yes, we organize family gatherings, yes we will go
caroling in the neighborhood and to the shut-ins, yet we do not

know when something new will be born.

We always try to live our lives being in charge of events,
but we are not. We print calendars, including in this newsletter,
but how time really develops, when what events will take place,
we do not know. "About that day or hour no one knows. Beware,
keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come." — Mark 13:32-35

We have a hard time waiting, staying alert, and being prepared. It is, of course, against the
message of the very feast itself to always celebrate Christmas on the same day of the year. We think
we can plan and predict the coming of Christ. But Christmas is more like the ultimate surprise party.
We are so over-preparing, and planning and mapping out the birth of a savior, that for generations
most of us have missed it now. We know exactly what we were eating, when the best sales were and
where, but the liberating act of God’s love, we might have passed by.

So the challenge for us today, and also for our church, is this: We never know when the Spirit
of Christ will be born in our midst. Our task is to live with an air of expectation because it could be
any time, even today, and anywhere, even here.

That is what good worship is during Advent, Christmas, and, truly, year round: living in the
expectation that something is about to happen. It reflects singing hymns that mirror our yearning, our
wandering, our anticipation of something happening, and also our faith and trust in not exactly
knowing when and where. Advent and Christmas preparation means reading scripture about angels
heralding a new king and assuring all involved: Fear not!

The greatest test in this Advent and Christmas season might be to be flexible enough to deal
with something new. We are filled up, our calendars are full, we can’t handle one more thing — are
we really ready for the ultimate surprise party?

We don’t know when. We don't know where. We don't know how. We don’t know who will be
involved and who will be responsible for what. Can we handle that?

God, we pray, help us to wait, prepare, and be open enough for the miracle when it happens.

Peace,

Jan Willesm

Jan Willem van der Werff



2011 Advent and Christmas
Season Schedule at Covenant

Join us for a month of intergenerational activities!

December 4 at 4 p.m.
Advent Lessons and Carols
with a Pot Luck Dinner featuring the four Covenant Choirs and
three choirs from The Trenton Children’s Chorus.

Sunday, December 11 at 10:30 a.m.
Joint Worship at Ewing
Covenant Church will join Ewing Church for a joint worship service “The Magnificat”, attributed to
Giovanni Battista Pergolesi (1710-1736), followed by a finger-food pot luck and dessert. Sign-up for
the Pot Luck in Fellowship Hall on Sundays! The Children’s Choir, Sunday School classes and
Adult Bible Study will be held at the regular times at Covenant.

Sunday, December 18, at 10:30 a.m.
Annual Intergenerational Christmas Pageant
The pageant, “From the Angel’s Perspective,” will be under the direction of our seminarian,
Emily Jacobson. Rehearsals will be held in the Sanctuary from 10 a.m. to 12 noon Saturday,
December 10, and Saturday, December 17, with a dress rehearsal Sunday at 9:30 am before worship.

Sunday, December 18 at 4:30 p.m.
Christmas Caroling in the Neighborhood
We’ll meet at Covenant and start with soup and sandwiches then we will go out into the
immediate community and sing Christmas Carols to our neighbors (and the youth to the shut-ins.
After caroling we will come back to church to warm up with dessert!

Wednesday, December 21 at 6:00 pm
Longest Night Service
Come out on this “longest night” and join with us in sharing and hearing prayers, scripture
and music that acknowledge that God’s presence is for those who mourn and for those who struggle
and that God’s Word can come to shine light into our darkness. Everyone is welcome.

Saturday, Christmas Eve, December 24 at 7 p.m.
Family Service
A creative service for the whole family.

Saturday, Christmas Eve, December 24 at 11 p.m.
Candlelight Service
with a Christmas Message by the Rev. Jan Willem van der Werff featuring the Covenant Bell Choir,
Sanctuary Choir and the Good News Choir.

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 at 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Celebration with a message for the Young of All Ages
The Rev. Jan Willem van der Werff
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S e S Sion ctober and November Session
Notes

At its October 18 meeting, the Session:

» Heard Lory Ryan and Debbie Peters discuss their
ministry with the youth groups.

» Held a brainstorming session on ways that Session could help build on the encouraging
response Debbie has received from the young people who regularly attend her junior and senior
high Sunday School classes.

» Heard a request from Constance Wojnarski that she be placed on the inactive list.

» Approved a motion that Covenant Church continue to operate under the old form of
government until the new form adopted by the Presbyterian Church (USA), with its many new poli-
cies, is fully understood.

» Heard that three elders each from Covenant, Ewing and West Trenton Presbyterian
Churches will meet without their pastors to discuss ways in which the Presbyterian Church will
change in the next 10 years and how the three area churches can build relationships among them-
selves and discern what God is calling us to do.

» Chose Elders Bob Trevor, Lorraine Metzgar and Jeff Lippincott to represent the Covenant
Session at these meetings.

» Heard a report from the Finance Committee that per capita contributions are more than
$4,000 in arrears and must be met from the general fund; that the Faith and Growth Fund remains
short by $13,000, and that two new boilers needed for the church will cost $12,000.

Approved a motion to borrow up to $50,000 from the church endowment fund, with the ex-
act amount to depend on the results of the November 2011 stewardship campaign.

» Heard from the Fundraising Committee that $1,300 was raised by the jewelry sale and
$2,000 by the flea market. (November Session Notes on page 5)

Christmas Caroling

in the Neighborhood
Sunday, December 18 at 4:30 p.m.

We’ll meet at Covenant and start with soup and sandwiches
then we will go out into the immediate community and sing Christ-
mas Carols to our neighbors (and the youth to the shut-ins. After
caroling we will come back to church to warm up with dessert!




5 At its November 15 meeting, the Session:

» Discussed ways to encourage larger attendance from the neighborhood at Covenant’s Sun-
day School classes, led by four elders who teach Sunday School: Barbara Brezak, Julie Miner, Karen
Pennypacker and JoAnn Trevor.

» Heard from the treasurer that Covenant has paid its per capita obligation to the higher
Presbyterian jurisdictions, even though only half of Covenant’s members have paid their per capita
assessments.

» Heard from the pastor that the Urban Mission Cabinet Inc. has approved a proposal to hire
an executive director to serve 20 hours a week from Dec. 1, 2011, through May 30, 2012, for a
compensation of $12,000, with no benefits.

» Heard a report from Elder Bob Trevor that the 3-3-3 group (three elders each from
Covenant, Ewing and West Trenton churches) will hold a “simple meet-and-greet” Dec. 4.

» Heard that new members will be introduced to the congregation at the Dec. 4 worship
service.

» Approved the date of Jan. 29, 2012, for the annual meeting.

» Approved a joint retreat for Covenant and Ewing churches at Ewing Feb. 24-26, 2012, with
a joint service at Ewing church Feb. 24, the first Sunday in Lent. The joint retreat will take the place
of the usual Covenant retreat at Camp Johnsonburg.

» Approved the use by the Mission and Outreach Commission of its peacemaking funds for
a neighborhood outreach, possibly for diapers.

» Postponed until Nov. 29 a discussion of restructuring the church commissions.

Contribution Statements

In order to make sure your 2011 contribution statement includes all payments for year 2011
— pledge commitments must be submitted by Sunday, January 1, 2012. After that date all pay-
ments will be on your 2012 statement. Statements will be mailed the week of January 8, 2012.

fi

Celebrate the Season at Covenant!
Come One, Come All Ye Faithful!

December 4 at 4:00 p.m.
Advent Lessons and Carols
with a Pot Luck Dinner
featuring our own Covenant Choirs
with The Trenton Children’s Chorus
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The Longest Night Service
December 21
6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.

Christmas can be a painful time for some of us. It may
be the first Christmas without a loved family member who
has recently died; it may be a time that has always been
difficult. The constant refrains on radio and television, in
shopping malls and churches about the happiness of the
season, about getting together with family and friends,
reminds many of us of what we have lost or have never had.
The anguish of broken relationships, the insecurity of
unemployment, the weariness of ill health, the pain of
isolation — all can make us feel very alone in the midst of
the celebrating and spending.

We need the space and time to acknowledge our
sadness and to know that we are not alone. We need
encouragement to live the days ahead of us.

December 21 is the day of the year that has the shortest
hours of daylight. Come out on this “longest night” and join
with us in sharing and hearing prayers, scripture and music
that acknowledge that God’s presence is for those who
mourn and for those who struggle and that God’s Word can
come to shine light into our darkness. Everyone is welcome.

The service will be followed by a brief time for light
refreshments and fellowship.

We’re Going to Ewing
Sunday, December 11
10:30 a.m.

Covenant Church will join Ewing Church for a joint worship service “The Magnificat”, attributed to
Giovanni Battista Pergolesi (1710-1736), followed by a finger-food pot luck and dessert. A sign-up
board is in Fellowship Hall to let us know what you plan to bring!

Please note that Children’s Choir, Sunday School, and Adult Bible Study will be held at Covenant at
the normal times.

(see page 11 for music details)




Equipping the Saints:
Officer Training
and
Leadership Training

Saturday, January 21, 2012
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Stuart Hall
Princeton Theological Seminary

Program Description
Recognizing the connectional nature of the church, Monmouth Presbytery, the Presbytery of
Elizabeth, the Presbytery of New Brunswick and Princeton Theological Seminary are pleased to of-
fer "Equipping the Saints", a day of training for officers and leaders of the church. This program is

open to the public.

This program is offered at no cost, but participants eating the hot-buffet lunch at Mackay Campus Center
need to pre-register (by Wednesday, January 18, 2012) and pay $10 cash at the Dining Hall.

Schedule
After beginning with worship, there will be a two-hour session in the morning, lunch, then a
two-hour afternoon session. The schedule for the day is as follows:

8:30 a.m. Registration & Coffee

9:00 a.m. Devotions and Morning Workshop

11:30 a.m. Lunch, Cokesbury Bookstore & Resource/Mission Fair
1:00 p.m. Afternoon Workshop

3:00 p.m. Program Concludes

Click here to go straight to online registration,
or call Princeton Seminary at 609-497-7990 to register by telephone.; or for your convenience
the registration form can be found on page 8

There is a 12-page document with full program descriptions, leaders and a registration form;
please click here for the Word (.doc) version, please click here for the Adobe (.pdf) version.

Snow Date (if needed), Saturday, February 11, 2012 at the Presbyterian Church of Lawrenceville.
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http://www.peopleware.net/index.cfm?siteCode=1767&eventDisp=PR12ABT304&subeventdisp=PRIN
http://www.ptsem.edu/uploadedFiles/School_of_Christian_Vocation_and_Mission/Continuing_Education/ltd2012.doc
http://www.ptsem.edu/uploadedFiles/School_of_Christian_Vocation_and_Mission/Continuing_Education/ltd2012.pdf

Registration Form

EQUIPPING THE SAINTS
OFFICER TRAINING AND
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Saturday, January 21, 2012 (Snow Date February 11, 2012)
8:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Princeton Theological Seminary

Please complete this form and submit by Wednesday, January 18, 2012 via:

This form is for individual use,

Name

E-mail
to scvm(@ptsem.edu

Telephone
to 609.497.7990, or

Postal mail to
Princeton Theological Seminary,
The Erdman Center
20 Library Place
Princeton NJ 08540

Online at
ptsem.edu/saturdays

and may be duplicated.

Home Address

City, State, Zip

E-mail

Telephone: Home:

Work: Cell:

Church

AM Workshop Choice:

Lunch Reservation: Yes

No

PM Workshop Choice:

You may change your workshops the day of the program.
An all-you-can-eat lunch buffet (please RSVP so enough food will be prepared) will be avail-
able at Mackay Campus Center for US$10 cash. There is a PNC ATM in the lobby.

Questions? Please contact the School of Christiag Vocation and Mission by telephone at


mailto:scvm@ptsem.edu
http://www.ptsem.edu/ce/coursepr9abt303.php

Richard B. Standiford 111

e
Cr = est Richard B. Standiford III, a former long-time member of Covenant
- ‘y//m/lﬂ/ﬂy Church, died November 19 in Wheat Ridge, Colorado. He was 79.

‘ Dick was born in Trenton, graduated from Lehigh University and served two
years in the U. S. Navy. He was director of the New Jersey Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and State Comptroller, serving under three governors. He

retired in 1989 and moved to Cheyenne, Wyoming, where he served in a similar capacity under two gover-
nors.

He was active in church affairs here, serving as an elder, a trustee and a deacon at Covenant and on
various committees of the Presbytery of New Brunswick. His wife Sally was Covenant’s Clerk of Session and
its semi-official historian, and the two of them were enthusiastic members of church listening groups. Sally
died in the 1980s, and Dick later married Betty Schretien. After his second retirement he and Betty moved to
Colorado.

Our Christian sympathy is extended to Betty; to Dick’s sons, Richard B. Standiford IV and Steven
Standiford; to his stepchildren, and to his grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Stephen P. Bogdan

Stephen P. Bogdan, 85, of Pennington and son of the late Stephan F. Bogdan and Lillian K. Bogdan,
died Saturday, November 26 at home. Born in Trenton, he was a Navy veteran of World War II. He was a
graduate of Rutgers University and was a member of the Engineers Club of Trenton. He retired in 1987 from
Public Service Electric & Gas after 38 years of service. Stephen was a member and served as deacon at the
Covenant Presbyterian Church in Ewing Township. He is survived by his wife of 62 years, Jane Darling Bog-
dan; two daughters, Debra Hill and Beth Tetrault, and a son, Frederick W. Bogdan. Also surviving are three
grandchildren, Zachary Hill, Meredith Hill and Benjamin Tetrault, and several nieces.

Food for Friends
Sunday, December 25

The Times of Trenton published a Page One story Nov. 21 under the headline .
“When Cupboards are Bare.” It described how area food pantries are finding their resources severely strained
by budget shortfalls and government cutbacks at a time when the need for their services is exploding.

“In the old days” ... meaning five years ago ... “we were dealing with people who had been raised
poor who always thought they would be poor, and asking for help didn’t come as quite a shock,” said Connie
Mercer, CEO and founder of HomeFront. “Now we’re dealing with folks who never, ever thought that this
would happen to them. You have to get them to stop crying before we can come up with a plan. At least a
couple of times a month someone will come and insist on talking to me, because last year they were donors.”

HomeFront is not currently one of the regular recipients of Covenant’s monthly Food for Friends dis-
tribution, but The Times listed several other food distribution agencies that are on our list and that are in
great need of donations. These include the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK), the Crisis Ministry of Prince-
ton and Trenton, Mount Carmel Guild and Habitat for Humanity.

Our Food for Friends collection in December will go to the food pantry at Mount Carmel Guild. Don’t
forget to buy one non-perishable item for the food collection every time you go to the grocery store! If you
would prefer to make a monetary gift, write a check to Mount Carmel Guild, put it in an envelope marked
“Food for Friends,” and place it in the collection plate. (Food pantries are always happy to receive money.)

If you will not be in church that Sunday and would like to contribute grocery items, leave your gro-
ceries at the church office marked “Food for Friends,” and we’ll see that they are included in the collection.
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Bible Study following the Sunday Lectionary

9:15 a.m. in the Lounge

Celebrating Advent means being able to wait. Waiting is an art that our im-
patient age has forgotten. Join the Sunday morning Bible Study as Sam Bonner
guides us through Advent waiting.

Lectionary Readings for December
December 4: Isa. 40:1-11; Ps. 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8

December 11: Isa. 61:1-4, 8-11; Ps. 126 or Luke 1:46b-55; 1Thess. 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28
December 18: 2 Sam. 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55 or Ps. 89:1-4, 19-26; .Rom. 16:25-27; Luke 1: 26-38

December 25: Isa. 62:6-12; Ps. 97; Titus 3:4-7 Luke 2: (1-7) 8-20

A New and Exciting Bible Study
has Started at Covenant

Meet with Dick Anthony in the Lounge on Tuesday, December 6, 13, 27.
Share the Good News in a new way.

Bring a friend or two!

Women’s Bible Study Christmas Party

The women’s Bible Study Group will hold a Christmas party at 1 p.m. Tues-
day, December 20, in the Lounge. Please bring your favorite finger food to share
and a drink to help make the party festive. Bring a friend!

Spiritual Book Study

Join us a we begin a new book entifgi o
on Wednesday, December 14 at 7pm. (First two chapters)

Prayer Group

The prayer group will meet at 6 p.m. Wednesday, December 7, in the Lounge.
“O God who looks deep within and transforms our darkness into light, shine the light of
your face on all of us this Advent.”

Circle of Sisters

The Circle of Sisters will hold their annual Christmas party at 7:30 p.m. %\%A%{%
Wednesday, December 21, following the “Longest Night” service. Those attending
should bring their favorite poem or story to share, as well as a finger food and a drink. %ﬁ“@i 'iy

Men’s Group

The Covenant men’s group will meet at 7:45 a.m. Sunday, December 18, in the
Drake Room. Come and join us for a discussion on the issues that affect all of our
lives.
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Christmas Joy Offering

This year our special Christmas offering will be split in half. One part will go to support Christian
faith internationally, and an equal part will be used locally.

Elder George Self was part of a group from our Presbytery of New Brunswick that traveled to Nepal
this past May. George talks about the tremendous faith of the people in the churches they visited; they are all
mostly new Christians and have incredible stories of the miracles that brought them to know Jesus Christ.
The Mission Commission has proposed setting up a scholarship of, hopefully, $1,000 for a student from Ne-
pal to be trained in the local seminary (which George and others from this Presbytery visited). We know the
seminary! We know their faith! We know the people! Let us continue this connection.

Locally, Covenant has been looking at ways to be better connected to our immediate neighbors, espe-
cially some of the immigrant families. We are building on single moms with babies (who need diapers
among many needs), the outreach to the Hispanic community of Rev. Nidia Fernandez (who worships with
us), and the successes of the Identity Program (did you know that two of our newest church members first
came to Covenant through this ID program? And they did not know each other!). This outreach is being de-
veloped with some hands-on practical guidance of a new experienced professional that the Urban Mission
Cabinet has hired.

Christmas IS a time of giving.....of giving thanks and giving back. May the peace of Christ now open
the doors of our hearts to welcome Christ. As we embrace and welcome the birth of Jesus one more time and
the love of God for everyone, we are being enablers for Covenant Presbyterian Church to be all that it is
called to be. You will find a separate envelope in your pledge box that is in addition to the regular Sunday
offering for Christmas day. We ask that you use both envelopes as you make your donations.

The Mission Commission

Covenant, Ewing Choirs to Join
for December 11 Service

The adult choirs of Covenant and Ewing Presbyterian Churches, directed by
Derek Cressman and Carol Houghton, will jointly present The Magnificat, attributed to
Giovanni Battista Pergolesi (1710-1736), at the Dec. 11 worship service at Ewing Church.

The composition, sung in Latin, is a setting of Luke 1:46-55, in which Mary visits her
cousin Elizabeth, who is pregnant with the future John the Baptist, and sings of the great
miracle that is about to befall her. The choral piece is in six sections and includes duets for soprano-contralto

and tenor-bass. .
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What Is
God Calling Me To Do?

God is calling Covenant Presbyterian Church to do much. God has
called each of us to respond to that call during our Consecration Sunday wor-
ship service and brunch. We listened to the Rev. Wendy Bailey give a rousing
sermon; wasn't she good? We prayed. We filled out our Estimate of Giving
cards. We placed them in a basket on the communion table as a sign of the ho-
liness of our gifts.

Our treasurer, Mickey Reilly, and our financial secretary, Rae, tallied the results. They were GOOD,
heading toward GREAT....and most important, they are still coming in. While our focus is on thankfulness for
what God is calling us to do and be, it should be noted that most of us have had fun along the way. Our sense
of fellowship has grown! For the Leadership Dinner, almost every active elder and deacon was present; it was
a party, a party about being God's people.

This Stewardship program ends Wednesday, December 7. If you have not yet turned in your Estimate
of Giving card, please do so by that date. The easiest way is to call Rae at the church office (989.8282) or drop
off your card. YOU...those who still need to give thanks to God by turning in that card...will help determine
the total amount for the coming year's budget.

Does your participation matter? Absolutely yes, for the total amount will determine what this church
can do this coming year. So to all who have turned in their cards, and to those who still will, we say THANK
YOU! As our praises go up to God, may God's blessings continue to shower down on you.

The Stewardship Committee
Dick Anthony, Lee Metzgar, Cindy Moskow, Regina Schnerr, Anne Self, Edith Velenger, The Rev. Nancy Schluter

A Big Thank You

Many thanks goes out to Joan Hodak, Jessica Jaeger, Joyce Jaeger, Steve
Miner, Bob Trevor and Craig Young for helping me organize and distribute the
Christmas Wreaths. Your many helpful hands made the work go by very
quickly and we had lots of fun!
Mickey Reilly

424443 A A A A A AN A AN AN

Covenant continues to support our neighbors in need, and we have received two more
thank-you notes.

With humbleness, Meals on Wheels of Trenton/Ewing accepts the donation of $900 in recognition of the
work done by our organization in helping the elderly and those in need. These funds will provide 187 meals
for the homebound, making sure that they receive a hot, nutritious meal from a caring volunteer without any
concern about inability to pay.

On behalf of Habitat for Humanity, I would like to thank you for your gift of $150. Your contribution will
make it possible for us to continue our work to build and rehabilitate decent, affordable housing in the poor-
est and underserved neighborhoods.
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Our groups met at Ewing
during November. At our meeting Nov.
6, we finalized skits in each group to
help promote our Clothes 4 Kids cloth-
ing drive that runs from Nov. 13 to Dec.
11. Kees and I presented the Junior High
skit at Ewing’s worship service Nov. 20,
and we will be doing the Senior High
skit during worship at Covenant Dec. 4.

At our meeting Nov. 13, we held
our PB&]J bag lunch event, and the jelly
and bread were flying! The Junior and
Senior Highs made a total of 400 bag

lunches for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, which were delivered Nov. 14 by Scott Muzyk, one of
our Junior High shepherds. This was an awesome mission project; while we do this every year, it
has such a transformative impact on our community.

The Senior Highs did not attend the retreat at Johnsonburg, as the retreat was booked and ac-
ceptable accommodations weren’t available. We held a regular meeting Nov. 20 with both groups,
and made Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas and holiday cards for kids to be delivered to Capital
Health Systems Nov. 23. A few of our shepherds had some stressful moments trying to make cards,
but we made it through, and made more than 40 cards!

We didn’'t meet Nov. 27 so we could spend time with our families and friends over the
Thanksgiving holiday weekend.

In December we will be meeting at Covenant, so here’s the schedule of events.

December 4
4:00 p.m. Advent Lessons and Carols

December 11
Regular Meetings — discussion about the history and symbols of Advent.

December 18
Joint Event — Christmas caroling to shut-ins.

December 25
No Meetings — Christmas

Thank you for supporting our youth groups and especially your support of our Clothes 4 Kids
drive to enable our youth to do mission work in the Trenton Area. As we begin Advent, let us be
mindful of God’s amazing gift of Christ for us, and take time over the next weeks to recognize what
a truly wonderful gift our loving God has given us all.

All of the youth and shepherds wish you a Merry Christmas, as we together celebrate the
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, Emmanuel — God with us.

Lory
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Thank-You Notes

To My Family at Covenant:

Thank you one and all for supporting the 4th Annual Nancy
Schluter Run, which was held Sunday, November 13 — yes, the same day
as our Consecration Worship and brunch. The Mission and Outreach Com-
mission designated $150, and I am very grateful.

It really is pretty awesome to have a Run named in my own name!
And had anyone actually asked me ahead of time if its name was OK, I
would have been the first to say, "please, no". However, after four such
events I have grown proud of the honor, and want to see it continue to
grow. It supports pastors and programs for campus ministry in the Mercer County area — for our
college-age youth. How vital is that? Trenton Area Campus Ministry received over $5,000 profit
from this year's Run.

It is very exciting to see 277 runners/walkers, most especially all the young girls with their
purple and pink shirts saying "Girls on the Run." This is the fastest growing group of participants,
with no special connection to any church, but wanting a program that is wholesome, healthy, and
active. Who knows? God moves in mysterious ways to spread God's message of love and acceptance

for all people.
Thank you again for being a part of this unexpected piece of my life.

Rev. Nancy

(as I was called when I was a college chaplain for 25 wonderful years).
4 336 4 3 3 40 5 3 e e 3 e e 3 34 e 3 3 e e 3 4 e 3 3 4 5 3 4 4 3 3 e 3 3 e 5 3 e o 3 4 4 5 3 e o 3 4 5 5 3 e 3 3 4 5 3 4 e 3 e e 3 3 e 3 3 e e 3 3 e o 3 e e e o e A
Below is an excerpt from a letter received from lona
Preparatory School in Jamaica from Principal Novelette
Brown. The Mission and Outreach Commission supports
the Iona Preparatory School.

Dear Rev. Nancy:

The Iona Preparatory School greets you and
the Covenant Presbyterian Church at this time, and continues to be truly grateful to you for the support
which you have given to the school over the years. Your gift means much to us because it enables us to do
things which our funds are insufficient to cover. The fact that you support us demonstrates to us that you
care about the work which we are attempting to do in molding young lives.

I am sure you will be pleased to hear that this week we purchased a new keyboard from the funds
you sent. Thanks a million, and please convey our gratitude to Covenant Church.

The new year began on September 5, 2011, with an enrollment of 92 boys and 79 girls. We have lost
over 15 students who owed fees and did not return. The downturn in the economy is really affecting us. We
will continue to strive in our efforts to provide them with a sound foundation to take them on to high school.
Please pray for the students and teachers as well. Thanks again for partnering with us in our work at Iona.

May God bless you always,
Novelette Brown
Principal, Iona Preparatory
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100 Attended the

Open House for

'!h .. Bethany Presbyterian House
= of Hospitality

and Bethany Food Pantry

Thanks to Open House Attendees
and Supporters

The Crisis Ministry of Princeton & Trenton
The Urban Mission Cabinet is grateful for the overwhelm-

ing support of New Brunswick Presbytery & Sibling
Churches

We especially thank:
Regional Executive Presbyter of New Brunswick and Monmouth Presbyteries, The Rev. Wendy Bailey
Vice Moderator of NBP, Jean Woodman
The 10 Presbyterian churches represented:
Allentown, Community Church of Sand Hills, Covenant, Dutch Neck, Ewing, Hamilton Square,
Lawrence Rd., Nassau, Westminster, Witherspoon and joyful and tearful members and friends of the former
Bethany Presbyterian Church.

More than 100 people attended the open house for Bethany Presbyterian House of Hospitality
and Bethany Food Pantry, sponsored by UMC and The Crisis Ministry of Princeton and Trenton.

EE 2 FE — UMC is grateful for the overwhelming support of
; | /£ the New Brunswick Presbytery and sibling churches. We

presbyter of New Brunswick and Monmouth Presbyteries;
Jean Woodman, vice moderator of the New Brunswick
Presbytery, and the 10 Presbyterian churches that were rep-

| Sand Hills, Covenant, Dutch Neck, Ewing, Hamilton
: Square, Lawrence Road, Nassau, Westminster and
Witherspoon — and joyful and tearful members and
friends of the former Bethany Presbyterian Church!
Please see more pictures of Bethany Presbyterian House of Hospitality & Bethany Pantry at
http://www .presnb.org/dynamic.asp?id=HoH.
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Volunteers Needed to
Advocate for Children

Wednesday, November 30, 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, November 30, 5:30 p.m.
= Tuesday, December 6, 5:30 p.m.

Thursday December 8, 5:30 p.m.

C A S A Tuesday, December 13, 9:30 a.m.

Informational Sessions at Mercer Office Informational Sessions at Burlington Office
1450 Parkside, Suite 22 129 High Street, Suite 2B

Ewing NJ 08638 Mount Holly NJ 08060

609.434.0050 609.265.2222

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) is seeking volunteer advocates who want to
make a difference in the life of a foster child. CASA for Children of Mercer and Burlington Counties
is a non-profit organization committed to speaking up in court for the best interests of children who
have been removed from their homes due to abuse and neglect. CASA works through trained com-
munity volunteers to insure that needed services and assistance are made available while helping to
move the child into a safe and permanent home. Our organization will provide 30 hours of training
in both Burlington and Mercer Counties for you to become a child advocate for one child or sibling
group. Our spring training will be held in April, 2012.

For more information about our program, a one-hour long informational session will be of-
fered on the above listed dates, times and locations. For more information about CASA for Children
or to register online for Mercer County go to www.casamercer.org or to register online for Burling-
ton County go to www.casaofburlingtoncounty.org or call 609.434.0050.

Cradle Roll Ministry

Did you know that the Cradle Roll Ministry has a very
important role in our church? Cradle Roll provides parents with
information on ways to help their infant and toddler children grow
physically, emotionally and spiritually. Covenant’s Cradle Roll
Ministry will now be coordinated by Amy Valentino. If you have any
questions or the exciting news of the birth of a child, please email
Amy at amyrv04@yahoo.com or Rae at

471covenantrae@comecast.net or call the church office.
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We Get You to the Church on Time!

Do you want to attend church on Sundays but have no
transportation? Please call the church office or the scheduled driver,
and arrangements will be made for you to be brought to church and then
taken home. Below is the schedule for December and January van drivers.

Van driver phone numbers are: Joyce Jaeger at 609.883.5922 or cell 609.433.1726; Dave Kulp at
609.883.2218 or cell 609.883.4318; Jeff Lippincott at 609.895.9782 or cell 609.902.2057; and Mickey
Reilly at 609.393.8608 or cell 609.462.1526.

December 4 Dave January 1 Dave
December 11 Jetf January 8 Jeff
December 18 Joyce January 15 Mickey
December 25 Mickey January 22 Joyce
January 29 Dave

Covenant Online...

If you haven’t checked out our website lately, click on
www.CovenantChurchTrenton.org to see what you have been missing.

-
@ Q Here’s a sampling of what you'll find:

Y > A photo of our children and youth worship service.

4
» A photo of our 80-and-over members.
» Photos of our March retreat.
4
4
Letters from and news about our missionaries.
Late-breaking church news.

Our Ministry of Health, updated each month.
Downloadable copies of various documents and forms.

Photos of Vacation Bible School, mission trips, Tea by the Sea and other church events.

Information about the Spiritual Book Club.
» Information about our I.D. Card program.

Links to other websites of interest.
Links to several versions of the Bible, the Book of Confessions and The Upper Room.

4
4
4
4
4
4

How to Reach the Pastor

If you have a pastoral concern, or want to talk to the pastor,
the Rev. Jan Willem van der Werff, please call 609.989.8282 or e-mail him at
jwvanderwerff@comcast.net (Monday is his day off.)
In a pastoral emergency, please call 609.902.0101.
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Annual Carols of Many

Wednesday, December 7, at 3:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.
at Princeton Theological Seminary

Three identical services of readings, choral anthems, and congregational carols, led by
the Princeton Seminary Choir and international students and seminary staff, will be held
December 7 in Miller Chapel at Princeton Theological Seminary. The services will include an Ameri-
can Sign Language interpreter.

Admission is free; No tickets necessary. Parking will be available on the corner of
Library Place and Stockton Street. There will also be limited parking space available on College
Road. If you have questions, call the chapel office at 609.497.7890

Youth Group Clothing
Drive for Kids

The youth groups of Ewing and Covenant will have a
Clothes for Kids clothing drive that began
November 13 and will run until December 11. Donation boxes
are by the Ewing Nursery School and in Covenant’s Sanctuary.

We are looking for new and gently used clothes for infants up to young adults: no
adult clothing, please. Donations should be in good condition.

Our donations will be given to local area ministries in the =~ Trenton area. So clean
out those closets and support our youth in their mission work for the
community!

26 o 24 o e 2 e 2 o 2 o 2 o 2 o e 2 o e 2 e 2 o 2 S S S o e S S S o

Help put the Luck in Potluck!

If you plan to attend Fellowship Hour on Christmas Day or New Year’s
Day (December 25, 2011 and January 1, 2012), please plan to bring something to
eat or drink. We are trying something new: Potluck Fellowship Hour! It can be
anything you like. Let’s see how fun we can make it! If you will be around to set
up plates/cups/napkins and do a quick clean up on either or both of those days,
please contact: Karin Zasoski 609.538.8742.
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S

Elizabeth Bocskay
E’Lexis Murray
Audrey Klemann
Brian Volz

LeRoy Weber
Andrea Zasoski
Carol Kuykendall

Bob Trevor

Patricia Anne Self
Matthew Post
Thelma Glazebrook
Ida Robinson

%0:%:90:%

Robert Stein
Kristina Braun
Marion Holcombe
Nancy Scott
Michael Cieplechowicz
Joan Hodak

Karl Christiansen
Charlotta Friedrich
Neil Austin

Carol Stawski

Lea Terry

Sandy Austin




20 December 2011 I Covenant at a Glance
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
2:45pm Chill dren’ B
Chorus
6:30pm Adult Ed
7:30pm Adult Choir
at Ewing
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
New Member Sunday . _ : . .
7:45am Beloved Community 1:00pm Adult Bible 10:30am.Genesis 2:45pm Chill dren’ B Christmas
8:30am Childfen's Choir Study Bible Study Chorus Pageant
. 2:45pm Chill dr en '3%wi
9:15am Sunday School h attwing Rehearsal
9:15am Bible Study Chorus 2:45pm Chfldren’s 0
10:30am Communion Worship Chorus am —
11:30am Fellowship Hour 12pm
11:30am Stewardship
4:45pm Jr. High Youth at CPC Adult Choir
6:00pm Sr. High Youth at CPC
pm r4'10go outd 7:00pm Zumba Rehearsal
° pm Ewmg 10am —
A.dven.t Lessons/ Clll’?ls 7:00pm Genesis o 7:30pm Choir 12pm
JSeaturing Covenant Choirs Bible Study 7:00pm Building Rehearsal at Ewing .
Trenton Children’s Chorus at Ewing 7:00pm Evangelism (no handbells) at Ewing
Jollowed by Pot Luck 7:00pm Worship/Music 6:00pm Prayer Grp. 6:00pm Finance
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
7:45am Beloved Community 1:00pm Adult Bible 10:30am Genesis 2:45pm Chijl dren’ B
8:30am Children’s Choir CPC Study Bible Study Chorus .
9:15am Sunday School at CPC 2:45pm Chill dr en atEwing Christmas
9:15am Bible Study at CPC Chorus 2:45pm Chfl dren’s Pageant
10:30am 7:00pm Zumba S Cllzosrtusd RIeIOcearsal
. . N ) ‘UUpm boo uay am —
Worship at Ewing Ewing “Beyond Helief" 12om
~ followed by a 7:00pm Genesis by Elaine Pagels P
Finger Food Pot Luck Bible Study 6:00pm Adult Choir
4:45pm Jr. H{gh Youth at CPC at Ewing 7:00pm Session/Deacons 7:30pm Sanctuary
6:00pm Sr. High Youth at CPC Bells
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
7:45am Beloved Community 7:00pm
7:45am Men’s Group 1: 00p mWo me n|’ sl0:BWamliénesis . _
8:30am Childfen’s Choir Study Bible Study Famt'ly Ser
9:15am Sunday School at Ewing vice
9:15am Bible Study
10:30 am Worship 11:00pm
Christmas Pageant Candlelicht
11:30am Fellowship Hour . &
4:30pm Service
Christmas Caroling in the 7:00pm Zumba 6:00pm {
Neighborhood Ewing Longest Night Ser- ¥
Soup and Sandwiches, Carol- 7:00pm Genesis vice
ing and then dessert! Bible Study 6:00pm Adult Choir
Youth Groups Caroling to at Ewing 7:30pm Circle 7:30pm Sanctuary
Shut-Ins of Sisters Bells
Foob COLLECTION 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
_ ) New Year’s
Christmas Day 1:00pm Adult Bible 10:30am Genesis E
Study Bible Study ve
at Ewing

7:45am Beloved Community
9:15am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
11:30am Pot Luck Fellowship
Hour

7:00pm Zumba at
Ewing
7:00pm Genesis
Bible Study
at Ewing

Upcoming : January 21, 2012 — Equipping the Saints Officer Training 208:30am -3pm in Princeton/

January 29—Annual Meeting




